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Dr. John MacArthur
Dr, lluman Dollar
Dr. Don Jennings
I)r. George Sweefiqg
'A cenhtrg ago the people of Chicago quenched one of the greatest fires
thisnation has euer seen But a greater fire, a spiritual ftre, still burns in this
cl$ *on the campus of PIrcdy Bible lnstitute. And it's neuer brighter than
durtng founder'sWeek. This dynamicweek brings together a score of the
urorfdb best Bible teachers . . . a host of Chrbtians seeking to be challenged
. . , and the lloly SpiriL burning to moue in both, ta accomplish Ood's wilL
We irwite you to be here with tts. Come to Chiago, to Moody. And let Qod
rekindle gour enthusiasm and your uision at Founder's Week 19BBl"
Dr. Joseph M. Stowell, President
Featured Speakers
Kev. Alistair BegSI
Mrs. Jill Briscoe
Dr. Stuart Briscoe
Mr. C. Donald Cole
Mr. Charles Cooper
Dr. Truman Dollar
Mr. Ted DeMoss
Dr. Donald Hubbard
Dr.Kent Hughes
Dr. Don Jennings
Featured Musicians:
David Brackley
Keith & Starr Brautigam
tsurt Kettinger
Include:
Mr. Charles "T." Jones
Dr. Billy Kim
Dr. Drwin Lutzer
Dr. John MacArthur
Mr. Tom Maharias
Mr. Dean Ortner
Dr. fladdon Robinson
Dr. Joseph Stowell
Dr. George Sweeting
Dr. Charles Swindoll
The Matthews Brothers
Jim Reese
Myrtle tlall Smith
For more information and a complete brochure,
write or phone:
Moody Bible Institute, Dxtension Department
B2O North l,aSalle Drive, Chicago, IL 60610(512\ 329-4404
ginal McGuffds
Readens were different.
Thegr were Christian
Noro they're qaailable ogain
sfter 125 yecfis. You corn get the
fun set here and SAVE $70
Rev. William McGuffey published his legendary Readers in the 1830s.
Later editions, from 1857 on, were revised without his approval, and ex-
purgated most references to religion. They were still excellent texts, but
no longer Christjan texts.
Now a Christian publisher, Mott Media, has reprinted the originals. We
are offering them, with pride and admiration, for parents, godparenls
and grandparents who care nough to teach at home, or atleasttohelp,
the children they love.
The Odginal McGuffeys: 7 superb texts
Pictodrl Eclctic Primer for Young Childrcn. For kindergarten or pre-
kindergarten: the alphabet, simple sentences and stories, charming
original engravings.
Eclctic Priner. More advanced. For first-gaders and bright
kindergarteners.
Eclcctic Fint Rerder for Young Cbildrcn. For second-gaders or bright
first-gaders. Lots of spelling, and the words get as hard as "would" and
"stalked" and "deranged,"
F,clertic Seond Rerder. 85 lessons, each a well written story with a
moral, some from Scripture or American history. Each lesson is fol-
lowed by l) questions drawn from it (e.g., How did Washington receive
Lafayette? What is the Fifth Commandment? What is emulation?) and
by 2) spelling words ("believed," "myrrh," "forsook"). When your
children master this book, they'll be years ahead of their peers.
Eclelic Third Reeder. Authors like Addison, Irving, Byron...Bible
selections...excursions int  history like the marvelous "Alexander the
Great" - adults can read this book with pleasure. Afur your child of 8
FREE B00K Freo wnh each sot: McGufley and His Readers: piety, Mvratity and
Education in lgth Centwy Ameilca by John H. Woit0rhoff lll
or 9 finishes it, he's reading better, and understanding more, than most
high schoolers.
Echctic Fourth Rerder. Quite beyond the average collegian today, yet
wilhin the reach of well trained l0{o-12-year-olds. Dozens of authors
they should meet: Johnson, Webster, Milton, Jefferson, Schiller, Bacon,
Southey, Bryant, Shakespeare, etc.
Eclectic ProEesive Spelling Book. "Progressive" because it starts with
basics and builds to an advanced vocabulary worthy of a gaduate stu-
dent. Not only definitions but pronunciations and usage in good
sentences.
Mark Sullivan, in his 6-volume history, Otr Times, nnks McGuffey up
with Washington a d Lincoln in inlluence. And a wonderful influence it
was. Do your children deserve l ss?
Stadling call lrom eminent profesor of En$ish
"Let's bring back McGuffey's Reader - to College" is how Carl Bode,
University ol Maryland, titled his article in The Chronicle of Higfter
Education. Wrote Bode: "l guarantee that regular doses of McGuffey will
brighten their eyes and bring roses totheir cheeks. . . teach them to con-
centrate on the printed page...give them some of the memorable
poetry and prose ol our AngloAmerican inheritance. . . make them bet-
ter men and women, ot o mention better-spoken m and women."
How to get this $79.95 slipcased set for 0il[Y $9.95!
l -  
-  E  r  r  -  - r  r  -  r - r r  r I I - - - # r_ -  r r -  - - J
! 
""w 
the crub works CONSER1;ATNEfl!! BOOK CUrB !I  |  - v .  - - - .  r
! ruuy 4 weeks (13 times a year) you set a rree copy of the I 15 OAKLAND AVENUE o HARRISON, NY 10528
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Bible scholar Harold L.
Wil lmington unfolds the
mystery of "The
Incredible, Incomparable
Incarnat ion."
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The Incredible,
Incomparable Incarnation
H a r o d  L  W  m n g t o n
Love Brought a Miracle
Angela Elwe I Flunt and
Robbre H ner
Jerry Falwell Comments
The Babe in Bethlehem's
Manger
Fundamentalism Today
A Phi losophy of Christ ian
Pol i t ical  Involvement
Edward G Dobson
Profile
Bollback Celebrates Christ
in Music and Song
George The s
Profile
Ministry ls Foremost
Steve Green
Raymond J Catogge
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A Simple Faith Led to
Europe's First
Protestant Church
Pau l  Mur ray
Steve Green is one of America's most
popular Christian singers. Though he
has won prestigious awards, recorded
several albums, and traveled the world,
ministry is still foremost in his life.
-
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Thunder in the Pulpit
Rejoice!
John Hus
36 Ministry Update
Christmastime 1887-amidst poverty
and broken lives, "Love Brought a
Miracle."
In Review
Preaching & Pastoring
News
Court Cracks Down on
Pro-Life Protestors
Martin Mawyer
After All
The Triumph of
Robert  H. Bork
Truman Dol lar
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Some of our curriculum is
handmade by expert
craftsmerl.
Bible Handwork
Your 4 and 5 year olds will feel
a sense of accomplishment as they
construct these Bible lesson
reminders. And your 2 and 3 year
olds will enjoy bringing home their
own teacher-made reminders.
You see, kids at these ages need
to do more than just listen to a Bible
lesson; they need to touch it, look it
over and bring it home.
And the supplemental Bible
Handwork is just one of the ways in
which Scripture Press Bible for
Today Curriculum meets the unique
needs of every age group in your
church.
Each teaching guide, teaching
aid packet, student manual and take-
home paper contains material that's
geared to the specific needs of a
specific age level.
#
As a result, Bible lessons aren't
too difficult for young children; Bible
exposition isn't too simplistic for
adults. And your entire church
understands what they're learning.
Isn't that what Sundav School's
all about?
Free samPles auailable at your local
curriculum supplier or wite us at:
1825 College,4aenue
Wheaton. IL 60187
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Making euery Sunday count
Be strong in the Lord . . .
Before I had the chance to turn the
pages of your October issue, I knew by
the cover what to expect inside. The ar-
ticles that dealt with pain and suffering
were meant for my wife and me. MY
wife, Vanessa, was recently diagnosed
with multiple sclerosis, a disease of the
central nervous system that causes loss
of muscular coordination. She has
difficulty walking, numbness, and a par-
tial loss of vision. There is no cure for
MS and the medication has had minimal
effect.
After the diagnosis, Vanessa had a
difficult time accepting the illness, and
bitterness set in. But victory came when
our Sunday-school teacher, Bil l Aven,
and his wife, Phyll is, came to visit.
That's when Vanessa realized that the
lack of oeace in her life was because she
had never really accepted Jesus Christ
as Lord and Saviour. God in all His wis-
dom knew what was best for our l ives,
and maybe He gave her the illness so
she could give her heart to Jesus.
We pray every day and thank the
Lord for such gracious and loving peo-
ple like Bill and Phyllis Aven, and for our
beloved pastor, Dr. Truman Dollar, and
his wife, Donna. Only God knows where
we would be without their outpouring of
love and guidance.
Thank you, Journal, for the most
timely articles in the October issue. No
matter what the disease is, or personal
loss or failure or disappointment that
comes our way, we must take the words
ofVernon Brewer to heart: "Be Strong
in the Lord,"  (Eph.  6:10) .
Gary Lundy
Madison Heights, Michigan
Sav ing  sou l s .  .  .
I subscribe to your Journal and re-
cently read a very interesting article that
quoted Psalm 8. One day while reading
Scripture and pondering your article, it
occurred to me that I could use this
Psalm in some way to help lead unsaved
souls to Jesus. The end result is a card
that I have printed and propose to use
in a witness program to bring souls to
our LordJesus Christ. Thank you for the
Journal.It is doing a wonderful work of
saving souls for Jesus!
Regina M. Denman
Des Moines, Iowa
H igh  qua l i t y  a t  ha l f  P r i ce .  .  .
During the past 12 months I received
a full year's subscription to the Fun-
NENI ry;
Teoch children obout dinosours from o Biblico ond
creoiionisi oerspective.
o VIDEO' - The Greot Dinosour l\y'ystery" 20 mln (vBS)
o BOOK 'The Greot Dinosour f,lystery ond the B b e"
New best-sellor. Explo ns how dinosours f i nlo the Bib e
olcl h s'ory AnswFrs lo's ot puzzling ques'rons Fo doocl' /
color / 63-poges.
o fOY DINOSAUR - 28'nch inflotob e vinyl
'NOrl Al lh s spoc o ow prce !doo I ghh ore PI?VATE AOMI USt ONLY Nol loi
rubtr showrnq or rc.ror
Films for Chrlst
2628 W. E|RCHWOOD CIRCLE
MESA, AR|ZoNA 85202 Ph 602/894 1300
Enc osed is my check for Dlnosour Pocks Eqch $39.95 ' 52
s h  p p t r Q / h o n d  r q  v o  t r P s
'  
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F J
Academy
A Conventional Christian School
Established in 1980
SEEKS
QUALIFIET)
TEACHERS
Experience preferred. VerY good
salary and benefits. Looking for
dynamic Christian teachers with
clear salvation testimony.
1988-89 Needs:
Advanced Sciences
Secondary Math
Typing/Computers
Contact:
Mark G. Brinkerhoff
Administrator
6340 Autumn Drive
Hudsonville, M[49426
An ACSI Member School
Colled To
TheMini.stry
Study Off,Campus and
Earn A Degree!
. Bethany allows you to remain in your
prcsent ministry while earning your
oegree.
. Bethany offers quality education, is
fundamental and Baptist in doctrine.
. One may earn either the ASSOCIATE,
BACHEIOR, MASTER or DOCTORAIE
degree through the Off-Campus
Program.
. Resident classes arc available at the
Dothan Campus-tu i t ion at  a minimum.
o Credit is given for previous college
work and life experience.
Write or Call for Free Information
BETHANY THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY AND BIBLE COLLEGE
PO. Box 1944
Dothan, Alabama 36302
(205) 793-3189
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damentalist Journal for $12.95. The cover
price would have been $22.00, $2.00 per
copy.
In June 1987 I renewed my subscrip-
tion for another year and sent you $14.95.
The full price would have been
$22.00.
Since a two-year subscription should
have been $44.00 and I paid you only
$27.90, enclosed is my check for $16.10.
I am sure you cannot continue to produce
such a high-quahty magazne at half price.
I think that Dr. Falwell should go
down in history as one of the great reli-
gious leaders of our time for speaking out
on abortion, homosexuals, and pornog-
raphy, and for the work he is doing at
Liberty University and the Old:Time
Gospel Hour.
Doris Heinemann
Whitefish Bay, Wisconsin
Editor's Note: Thanh you, Miss
Heinemann, for your thoughtfulness and
encouragement. W hope Fundamentalist
Journal will be such a blessins to all our
subscribers.
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YES, CHRISTIAilS ]IEED HELP!
A Christian Alternative for lreatment of
Psychictric ond Substcnce Abuse Problems
The task of helping people deal with their emotional nd spiritual problems
has become an increasingly complex challenge for the Christian community.
Professional counselors, psychologists and psychiatrists are often
needed, yet too often they do not understand spiritual truth and they do not
understand that a bel iever is f i rst and foremost a "Spir i tual" being.
CHRISTTAil COU]ISE]I]IG
Now the Christian seeking professional help from trained counselors,
psychologists and psychiatr ists may simply cal l  our OLD TIME GOSPEL
HOUR COUNSELING MINISTRY TOLL-FREE number  and immediate ly  be
put in touch with those who can give them help.
This important service is provided in conjunction with a nationwide
network of Christ-centered in-hospital  counsel ing units.
HETP!!!Coll l-800.1IFEAID;iP!!! G  | OO-I AID; Or writc: Old lime Goopel
Gounseling llliniotry, Lynchburg, Virginic 24t14
Dr. Jerry Falwell
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EVERLASTINC .F}{THERPRINCE.OF.PEACE
Merry Christmas! Everyone on the
Journal staffjoins me in extending warm
Christmas greetings to you, our readers.
Our prayer is that God will use each
issue of our magazine to encourage you
in your daily walk with Him, but the
Christmas issue is our special gift to you.
This month's articles are filled with thejoy, warmth, and inspiration of this most
blessed season.
We offer some Christmas fiction this
year. Jack Boyd imagines what Joseph
might have experienced when Mary gave
him her unusual news. Could he believe
her? Robbie Hiner joins Angie Hunt in
presenting a touching Christmas story
spun off the one created for this year's
Living Christmas Tree performed here
in Lynchburg.
We have enlarged our Family Living
section to include many special Christ-
mas articles and several reviews of new
Christmas books and tapes.
Harold Willmington writes of the "In-
credible, Incomparable Incarnation," and
I address the importance of "The Babe
in Bethlehem's Manger."
We hope this issue of Fundamentalist
lournal will enhance your celebration of
the birth of Christ. Merry Christmas.
December 1987
The Babe in Bethlehem's Manger
Th" marveious Christmas tory is
I found not only in Matthew Mark,
I Luke, and John, but throughout
the Old and New Testaments, from
Genesis to Revelation. Seven hundred
years before Christ was born, Isaiah
began talking about the birth of the Lord
by saying, "Therefore the lnrd himself
shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin
shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall
call his name Immanuel" (Isa. 7:14).
The Miracle of His Birth. Isaiah
speaks of the miracle of Christ's birth by
saying He had no earthly father. He was
born of the Holy Ghost through the
Virgin Mary. Today many either discount
the Virgin Birth as unimportant or actu-
ally deny that it occurred. Either way,
when you eliminate the miracle of
Christ's birth, you eliminate the salva-
tion that is in the Cross and in the empty
tomb. If Jesus Christ were not born of
the Holy Ghost, conceived of the Spirit
of God, born of the Virgin Mary, not only
is the Word of God untrue and the record
unreliable, but He is no longer God. And
if He is the Son of a human, born of an
earthly father, he thus inherited the sin
and fallen nature of Adam, the federal
head of the race, and was not capable of
dying for the sins of a lost race. Either
He was virgin born, the Son of God and
God the Son, or His birth was not a
miracle.
The Virgin Birth and the divinity of
Christ are inseparable. The very name
of this Son born to the Virgin Mary is
Immanuel, God with us. Not just perfect
man, but perfect God. Not just a Son of
God, but God the Son. The Virgin Birth
was a miracle, and it is the foundation
stone of the gospel.
The Importance of His Birth. In
chapter 9 Isaiah builds on the miracle of
Christ's birth and speaks of the impor-
tance of His birth. "For unto us a child
is born." That is the virgin-born Son of
God. But now he goes a step beyond.
"Unto us a Son is given," not born, but
given. Now we have the Incarnation.
The child was born, but the Son
always was. Jesus was in the beginning
with the Father. He was in the council
is wnpped up in that
little Babe born in the
Bethlehem anger,
chambers of eternity with the Godhead.
He was God manifested.
Here is the importance of His birth,
according to Isaiah. 'And the govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulder: and his
name shall be called Wonderful." He was
wonderful in His preexistence, in His
birth, in His sinless life, in His vicarious
death, in His Resurrection, and in His
Ascension. He is wonderful in His inter-
cessory ministry. He is seated at the
right hand of the Father today, ever liv-
ing to make intercession for us. He will
be wonderful in His Second Coming. For
one day He is coming again, first to take
away His church, and then with His
church to establish His kingdom upon
this earth, where upon the throne of
David He shall rule and reign for a thou-
sand years with his church.
"His name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever-
Iasting Father, The Prince of Peace." You
and I know there will be no peace on this
earth until the Prince of Peace Himself
sits down upon the throne of David in
Jerusalem and we nrle and reign with Him.
The ultimate purpose of the Virgin
Birth of the Son of God is that this One
who is called Immanuel. God with us.
this One who is "Wonderful, Counsel-
lor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace," will one
day be King of Kings and lnrd of Lords
and shall collect and gather all things unto
Himself. In that day, every knee shallbow
and every tongue shall confess that He
is lnrd. The ultimate purpose of His
birth was to bring all things in submis-
sion to the Son of God, and that will
happen.
The Immediate Value of His
Birth. Can you imagine what this world
would be like if Christ had never been
born? First of all, in the more practical
areas, we would have no calendar, no
chronology of time. We who live in R.l.
1987 would not live in e.n. 1987 had
Christ not come. All of history that
revolves around the Bethlehem manger
would have to develop a new perspective.
Can you imagine living in a world with
no Christian values, no Bible, no prayer,
no churches-no Christians? Everything
that is precious and valuable, including
salvation and the promise of eternal ife,
is wrapped up in that little Babe born in
the Bettrlehem manger. And if Jesus had
not been born, this world would not exist
as it does today. The light that illuminates
this room, the wisdom and knowledge
that permeate our society, the luxuries
and the comforts that we enjoy as the
American way of life, are all a result of
the Light of God that has lighted every
man that has ever come into the world.
The immediate value of His birth is
that we have a message for the defeated,
the depressed, the bitter, and the hurt.
He came to help the wounded and the
betrayed and those who have failed in
life.
Christmas is a blessed and wonder-
ful time for those who know Christ. But
I think it is probably the saddest ime of
the year for some. It probably is the
toughest ime of the year for those who
do not know Him, who are victimized by
sin. We must get His message to the
weeping, the lonely, the distressed. We
must go to every neighbor, every per-
son around us and around the world with
the message of salvation by grace
through faith in and through the shed
blood of the I-ord Jesus Christ. I
Everything that
is prccious and valuable,
including salvation and
the promise of eternal life,
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A Philosophy of Christian
Political Involvement
by Edward G. Dobson
ast month we considered the
future of religion in politics. To
succeed in our continuing partici-
pation in the political life of our country,
we must establish a clearly defined
philosophy of Christian political involve-
ment. This would include several key
factors.
Theological and Philosophical
Basis. If we are going to seriously af-
fect American political and social life we
must understand what we are trying to
accomplish. We are not merely advocat-
ing the election of certain officials as an
end in itself. Francis Schaeffer clearly
understood this when he argued that
Christ must be Lord in all of life. He
wrote, "He is our Lord not just in reli-
gious things and not just in cultural
things . . . but in our intellectual lives, and
in business, and in our reiation to society,
and in our attitude toward the moral
breakdown of our culture." Acknowledgrrg
His lordship involves placing ourselves
under the authority of Scripture and
thinking and acting as citizens of His
kingdom as well as citizens of Earth.
Because the Christian is a citizen of
two kingdoms, one earthly, the other
heavenly, he has an obligation to both.
He cannot divorce himself from either.
He is under divine mandate to both.
Nevertheless, he realizes that one is
temporal and the other eternal. But that
in no way prohibits his involvement in the
temporal; in fact, it enhances it.
The Christian understands that the
wrongs of society are not merely social
ills but spiritual ills. They require spiritual
help, not merely political readjustment.
Ultimately, there are no permanent politi-
cal solutions to the problems of society.
But that does not mean we should all
retreat to a monastery and advocate
social anarchy for the rest of the world.
We cannot merely sit by and passively
watch society self-destruct. The Spirit of
God within us cries out for truth and
justice. Wherever that inward cry has
been articulated and brought about
action, truth and justice have prevailed.
Torrc are no permanent
political solutions to the
problems of society. But
that does not mean we
should all retreat o a
social anarchy for the
rest of the world,
Long-range Strategy. Complex
problems have no instant solutions. The
New Right has often been criticized for
offering simple answers to complex ques-
tions. However, this need not be the
case. We do have valuable answers to the
important issues of the day, and those
answers need to be articulated clearly
and thoughtfully. This is not the time for
arrogance or overstatement of our case.
Neither is this the time for capitulation.
No one ever said this process would
be easy. One of our greatest needs
today is for a long-range strategy to enact
our goals and objectives. We cannot rest
on the laurels of the past, or the future
will catch us totally off guard. We must
address the serious questions now.
Where dowe go after Reagan? Whatifour
next President is hostile to our agenda?
Do we give up or do we dig in deeper?
Careful Use of Power and
lnfluence. People expect politicians to
talk about politics, but when preachers
talk about politics, the genenl public may
perceive them as religious authorities.
When preachers defend political or
social issues, some may think they
somehow speak for God. The average
layman may have difficulty distinguishing
between the two. Therefore, we must be
very cautious in the statements we make
regarding religion and politics.
We must also exercise caution regard-
ing those with whom we disagree. In
some cases our political opponents will
be fellow believers, who need to be
respected as such even though we may
seriously disagree on political matters.
This is perhaps the mostdfficult issue
of all for Christians in politics. We are all
so quick to believe that "God is on our
side," that we tend to see our political
opponents as God-hating, Christ-denying
hypocrites. Unfortunately, this kind of
prejudice works both ways, and it has
been used on the New Right as well as
by the New Right.
Financial Integrity and Accounta-
bility. Certainly the abusive misuse of
funds uncovered uring the recent PTL
scandal serves as a reminder to every
ministry that integrity in fund-raising and
accountability in financial expenditures i
essential. Preachers needto be especially
careful not to focus their attention only
on issues that are financially beneficial,
but on issues of truth, whether they are
popular or not, whether they produce
funds or not.
The Priority of Justice. According
to Scripture, the ultimate authority of law
comes from God and is a reflection of His
nature and character. In this sense even
majority rule is not always right. Hitler
was supported by a large majority of Ger-
mans and was able to function within
legal parameters while slaughtering mil-
lions of innocent people.
At times the greater issues of humanjustice transcend political boundaries.
The real issue today is not whether one
is a Democrat or a Republican, but
whether he is committed to justice. This
means that we must defend the rights of
those with whom we disagree.
We are asking only for the opportu-
nity to be heard in the debate on public
policy. Now that we have everyone's at-
tention, we need to think carefully about
what we are going to say. I
monastery and advocate
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CHRI STMAS
The Incredible, Incomparable
o
by Harold L. Willmington
nd without controversy
great is the mystery of
godl iness:  God was
manifest in the flesh"
(1 Tim. 3:16) .
Without doubt, one of the most (if
not the very most) mind-boggling events
in the history of the universe was the In-
carnation ofJesus Christ. Even though
20 centuries have elapsed since the
Bettrlehem scene, the concept ofthe In-
carnation still staggers the human mind.
Think of it. The holy, infinite Creator
agreed to wrap flesh and blood around
His eternal being, so He might enter this
sin-cursed world and eventually die for
sinful and finite creatures. Who can even
remotely comprehend this?
Nevertheless, it is possible to brief-
ly overview the prophecies, particulars,
and purposes of the Incarnation.
The Prophecies. The birth of
Christ is a fact. It is first mentioned in
Scripture in Genesis 3:15. Neither Adam
nor Eve (to whom these words were
spoken) had experienced physical birth.
Both were directly created, one from
the dust of the ground (Gen. 2:7) and
the other from a human side (Gen.
2 :2 I -22 ) .
But the Messiah would be born of a
woman. This method of birth must have
been shocking, for originally the wom-
an had come from the man, but not so
with the future Messiah. He would pro-
ceed from the seed of the woman (Gen.
3:15). Further. He was to be born of a
virgin woman (Isa. 7:14). This woman
would conceive and bear the Christ child
without the involvement of a man.
Bv nationalitv He would come from
Bven though
20 centuries
have elapsed
since the
Bethlehem scene,
the concept of the
Incarnation
still sta$$ers
the human mind,
h
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Israel (Gen. 12:3). This prophecy was
especially remarkable, for Israel did not
officially become a nation until the days
of Moses, many centuries later (Exod.
19-20). Even then. it would remain
a small and insignificant country in
the Middle East. She was. however. to
have an important mission, for the
Saviour of all men would come from her
borders.
He would come from Judah, one of
Israel's 12 tribes (Gen. 49:10). The old-
est tribe was Reuben, and perhaps the
most influential tribe was Ephraim, but
the Messiah would come from the tribe
of Judah.
He would come from the house of
David, of the tribe of Judah in Israel (2
Sam. 7:12-13). David was the eighth son
of a poor Bethlehem sheepherder, but
this family would produce the Saviour of
the world.
Christ was born 33 years prior to His
death. According to Daniel9:24-27, His
death would occur some 483 years af-
ter the beginning of the project to rebuild
the Jerusalem walls.
The place of His birth was to be the
little town of Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2). God
could have chosen Rome, or Babylon, or
even the Jewish religious center of
Jerusalem, but instead He picked Beth-
lehem, the "House of Bread."
The sign accompanying His birth was
a special supernatural light in the form
of a star that would brighten the heavens
and point to His birthplace (Num. 24:77).
There would be unusual interest in
His birth. Wise men would come to
Bethlehem to worship Him (Ps. 72:10;
Isa. 60:3, 6, 9). Wicked men would
come to Bethlehem to kill Him (Matt.
2:16-20).
The Particulars. The following
verses in Luke 2 are some of the most
well-known and beloved in all the Bible.
"And it came to pass in those days,
that there went out a decree from Cae-
sar Augustus, that all the world should
be taxed. (And this taxing was first made
when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)
And all went to be taxed, every one into
his own city. And Joseph also went up
from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,
into Judea, unto the city of David, which
is called Bethlehem; (because he was of
the house and lineage of David:) to be
taxed with Mary his espoused wife, be-
ing great with child. And so it was, that,
while they were there, the days were
accomplished that she should be
delivered. And she brousht forth her
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of a poor
Bethlehem
sheepherder,
but this famil;r
would produce
the Snviour
of the world.
us now go even unto Bethlehem, and
see this thing which is come to pass,
which the Lord hath made known unto
us. And they came with haste, and found
Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in
a manger. And when they had seen it,
they made known abroad the saying
which was told them concerning this
child. And allthey that heard it wondered
at those things which were told them by
the shepherds. And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for
all the things that they had heard and
seen, as it was told unto them" (Luke
2:15-18,20).
Notice the twofold reaction of these
shepherds. First, they "came with
haste." God wants individuals to re-
spond quickly when they hear the glori-
ous news of the Saviour. They are to
come with haste. Second, they "made
known abroad the saying which was told
them concerning this child." In short,
they shared the good news with others.
The Purposes. Why the Virgin
Birth Incarnation? God never does any-
thing without a good reason, and there
were a number of excellent reasons for
the Incarnation.
To reueal the inuisible God. "No man
hath seen God at any time; the only be-
gotten Son, which is in the bosom of the
Father, he hath declared him" (John
1:18). "Jesus saith unto him, Have I
been so long time with you, and yet hast
thou not known me, Philip? He that hath
seen me hath seen the Father; and how
sayest hou then, Shew us the Father?"
Oohn 14:9).
firstborn son, and wrapped him in swad-
dling clothes, and laid him in a manger;
because there was no room for them in
the inn" (Luke 2:I-7\.
There are 31,173 verses in the
Bible. The one here in Luke 2:7 is
perhaps the most amazing and profound
of them all. "And she brought forth her
firstborn son, and wrapped him in swad-
dling clothes. and laid him in a manger;
because there was no room for them in
the inn. "
One may favorably contrast Luke 2:7
with Daniel 2:II.lnthis Old Testament
passage King Nebuchadnezzar had just
ordered the death of his wise men be-
cause of their inability to relate a dream
he had just experienced. These as-
trologers protested, exclaiming, "And
it is a rare thing that the king requireth,
and there is none other that can shew
it before the king, except the gods,
whose dwelling is not with flesh."
However, this would notbelhe case
after Bethlehem. God would dwell in
flesh. Never in earth's history was such
a babe born. Never was such a birth an-
nouncement made. Listen to it.
"And there were in the same coun-
try shepherds abiding in the field, keep-
ing watch over their flock by night. And,
lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them: and they were sore
afraid. And the angel said unto them,
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord. And this shallbe a sign
unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped
in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
And suddenly there was with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host prais-
ing God, and saying, Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will
toward men" (Luke 2:8-14).
Well, the shepherds have heard the
glad tidings. What will they do?
"And it came to pass, as the angels
were gone away from them into heaven,
the shepherds aid one to another, Let
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God loved the world, but how could
He get His message across? He sent
Jesus into the world to become man and
tell God's story in man's language to
reveal the invisible God.
To make a sacrifice for our sins.
Jesus left the ivory palaces of heaven to
come down to this world and enter the
womb of Mary, to make a sacrifice for
our sins. "But we see Jesus, who was
made a little lower than the angels for
the suffering of death, crowned with
glory and honour; that he by the grace
of God should taste death for every
man" (Heb.  2:9) .
To prouide an example for belieuers.
We are told in the Scriptures that Christ
suffered, and that He left an example for
us, that we should follow His steps. The
world often misunderstands the Incar-
nation. The world thinks Christ is the
example for unbelievers, but 1 Peter
2:2I says that Christ has come to be an
example for believers. He is not an ex-
ample for unbelievers. He is the Saviour.
He came to save unbelievers and make
them believers. Once we are saved we
study the life of Christ because He is our
example. But there could be no exam-
ple apart from the Incarnation. "For
even hereunto were ye called: because
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an
example, that ye should follow his
steps"  (1 Peter  2:21) .
To defeat the Deuil and his works.
"He that committeth sin is of the devil;
for the devil sinneth from the beginning.
For this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that he might destroy the
works of the devil" (1 John 3:8).
To prouide the belieuer with a High
Priest. To become the believer's High
Priest, Christ had to be made like His
brethren. He passed sinlessly through
all human experiences, that He might be
a merciful and faithful High Priest in all
things pertaining to God, to make atone-
ment for our sins. He was obliged to be-
come completely like His brethren-
apart from sin, of course. "Wherefore
in allthings it behooved him to be made
like unto his brethren, that he might be
a merciful and faithful high priest in
things pertaining to God, to make recon-
ciliation for the sins of the people" (Heb.
2:17) .
To heal the brokenheafted. "The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because
he hath anointed me to preach the gospel
to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to
the captives, and recovering the sight to
the blind, to set at liberty them that are
bruised" (Luke 4:18).
To reconcile man to God. ln2 Corin-
thians 5:19 Paul reminds us that God
was in Christ, reconciiing the world to
Himself. "To wit, that God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto him-
self, not imputing their trespasses unto
them; and hath committed unto us the
word of reconciliation. "
To giue life and abundant life. "He
that believeth on the Son hath everlast-
rig life: and he that beheveth not the Son
shall not see life; but the wrath of God
abideth on him" (John 3:36). "The thief
cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill,
and to destroy: I am come that they
might have life, and that they might have
it more abundantly" (|ohn 10:10).
I Harold L. Willmington is vice
president of Liberty University, Lynch-
burg, Virginia.
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tove Brought
a Miracle
by Angela Elwell Hwr,t
and Robbie Hiner
( ( e l l  us  the  s to ry ,Grandpa! Tell us the
Christmas-coat story
again!"
My rosy-cheeked grandchildren
were never lovelier, and no Christmas
more permeated with the magic of love
than this one. My wife and our daughters
had prepared an incredible Christmas
feast. As usual, before the meal was
served I had proudly watched my oldest
son gather his children and nieces and
nephews around him, to tell them the
beautiful story of the Christ child.
But now those beautiful children
wanted to hear my Christmas tale, and
I, Thomas A. Hoskins III, was only too
pleased to tell it to them.
It was December 24,1887, in Melody,
Massachusetts. My great-grandfather
Robert Hoskins lived in a small house
with his wife, Ida, and their two children,
baby Mary Anne and Tommy, who was
about 12 at the time.
As she did every evening, Ida rocked
the baby and softly sang a hymn. The
poor family had no Christmas tree, no
sparkling presents, and no Christmas
feast. In those days folks worked hard
to make a living, but lately there was no
living to be made. Robert had lost his job
at the factory months before, and he had
turned to alcohol for comfort.
Young Tommy brought his daddy in
and helped the poor man sit down at the
table. Robert was drunk, but Ida simply
told Tommy to get ready for bed. She
would join him for prayers in a minute.
CHRISTMA S
S.T.O .R.Y
When Ida and Robert were alone she
tried one last time to get her husband
to agree to go to the town's Christmas
night services with her and the children.
Everyone in Melody would be enjoying
the traditional celebration. From early
morning until dinnertime on Christmas
Day there would be music and games in
the town square. On Christmas night,
after all had eaten their Christmas din-
ners, they would bundle themselves in
warm clothing for the minister's outdoor
service around the Christmas tree in the
center of town.
More than anything in the world,
Tommy wanted his daddy to go to that
service. But Robert repeatedly refused,
saying that he had no overcoat good
enough to wear. Ida did not mind going
in her twice-turned cape, and Tommy
willingly wore his too-small jacket, but
Robert had his pride. He had no money
and nojob, but he surely kept his pride.
"Dear Father,
bless my
papa tonight.
Help this
Christmas to be
different for
mv daddv."
Ida joined Tommy as he prayed
quietly, "Dear Father, bless my papa
tonight. I love him so much, Lord. Help
this Christmas to be different for my
daddy. Amen."
Christmas morning brought no holi-
day cheer to the Hoskins house. There
were no presents. Ida did her best to
make things festive by preparing steam-
ing bowls of bean soup for breakfast, but
Robert was stretched out in a stupor,
and Tommy had left the house before
the sun was up.
Ida could not tell what Tommy was
up to, but she suspicioned that he
planned to surprise her by singing in the
children's choir. "Robert Hoskins, you
get up this instant, " she playfully teased
her sleeping husband. "l believe your
son is going to surprise you today, and
you need to get up and get some hot
soup in you so you can go stand outside
and hear your son sing."
But Tommy was not at choir prac-
tice. He was in the village store, where
he had been every morning before dawn
for weeks, cleaning, sweeping, and do-
ing odd chores to earn the new overcoat
that hung in Mr. Penniworth's window.
Tommy was just beginning to sweep
up when Mr. Penniworth came into the
store. "Um, Mr. Penniworth?"
"Yes, what is it?"
"Will I have enough earnings after
today to get the overcoat? And if I don't
have enough, may I work the rest off on
credit?' '
" 
'Tis fine," muttered Mr. Penni-
worth. "But why would a boy like you
be a wantin' a coat 10 sizes too big?
Could it be you're planning to do a lot
of growing this year?" He paused and
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smiled. "You'll have the coat by clos-
ing time tonight, boy."
About that time the front door bells
jangled and in walked Mrs. Priscilla
Penniworth-the town's self-nroclaimed
social eader.
"Penniworth!"
"Yes, my love?" Mr. Penniworth
answered.
"Reassure me, Mr. Penniworth,
that today's musical extravaganza will be
a success. The reputation of our lovely
town rests on today's program, and I am
feeling the weighty responsibility of the
entire event. It's just too much for these
dainty shoulders to bear! Oh, won't you
close the shop and come help me with
my civic duty?"
"Sorry, dear," Mr. Penniworth re-
plied, with a questioning lance at his
wife's ample and sturdy frame. "I be-
lieve your shoulders will bear up nicely.
I prefer to provide people with an out-
let for their last-minute Christmas hop-
ping. This could be the most profitable
day o{ the year for us."
"Profit, pshaw! It simply isn't proper
for a woman of my rank and station to
be seated with the city leaders without
an escort! Especially when I am certain
to be honored tonight with the Embodi-
ment of Christmas Spirit Award!"
"Mrs. Penniworth, young Hoskins
and I prefer to make a tidy profit. I need
to pay for your many extravagances, and
young Hoskins eems to need money for
the coat in yonder window. " Penniworth
chuckled. "Unless I miss my guess, the
boy is buying the coat for his father."
"The town drunk in that fine coat? "
Mrs. Penniworth was aghast. "It's an
outrage! "
"lt's a mighty loving boy, in my
opinion," said Penniworth simply.
"Well," continued Mrs. Penniworth
as she gathered her bonnet and muff,
"the Hoskins family can't need money.
Last week I sent over five barrels of
dirty laundry to Ida Hoskins. At 10 cents
a barrel, Ida should be doing quite
nicely. "
When Ida Hoskins arrived at the
town square with baby Mary Anne, she
was greeted by Millicent Beadle, the
wife of the parson. "Ida, dear, how nice
to see you. I want to thank you for the
coverlets you quilted for the orphanage.
They were simply lovely."
Ida lowered her eyes and blushed.
"It was nothing. I'm glad I could find a
good use for all those scraps."
"I see that Robert must be feeling
unwell today," Millicent said, tickling
Mary Anne under the chin. "But where
is your sweet son?"
"Tommy has been running off for
weeks. I think he's planning to surprise
me and sing in the children's choir. He's
so funny," she said, laughing. "When
I asked him what time the children would
sing he put on a big show about not
knowing exactly when. I finally got him
to say he thought it was at 11 o'clock."
"I'm sorry, dear, but I believe the
children have already sung, " said Milli-
cent. "Here comes Priscilla; we can ask
her. "
Accepting Priscilla's enthusiastic hug
and profuse compliments, Millicent
asked, "Priscilla, dear, since you know
simply everything about today's pro-
gram, could you tell us when the chil-
dren's choir is to sing? Ida would like to
see Tommy perform."
"Tommy Hoskins in the choir?"
Priscilla exclaimed, raising her eye-
brows. "Now that's news! The chil-
dren's choir sang some time ago, the
little cherubs. I can guarantee that
Tommy Hoskins wasn't among them. "
The ladies ventured off and did not
notice Robert Hoskins emerging from
the shrubbery at the edge ofthe square.
"Eleven o'clock, 11 o'clock," he mut-
tered, and then stumbled and fell over
a small table loaded with Christmas bells.
The ensuing racket drew every eye in
his direction. When Mrs. Penniworth
saw the commotion, she trumpeted, "I
suppose we now know just how drunk
Robert Hoskins is! Imagine staggering
drunk to a public gathering to com-
memorate the birthday of Christl"
Ida rushed to Robert's side and
helped him get up. "Honey," she
soothed, "there has been a mistake.
The children have apparently already
sung. Let's just go home and enjoy
Christmas together."
Penniworth quietly entered his shop
just as Tommy finished sweeping up.
Silently he took the coat from the win-
dow, wrapped it, and handed it to
Tommy.
"Take good care ofit, son," he said
gently. "And take good care of your
father, too."
"I will, sir," said Tommy, his face
shining. "And I'll be back at work early
tomorrow!"
"There's no working tomorrow,
son," said Penniworth. "Take the day
off. "
Tommy's heart was full of hope as
he walked home with his hard-earned
package. With the new coat, his father
would go to the Christmas night service.
He would hear about God's love. He
would receive Christ as his Saviour.
His pleasant thoughts were shattered
by an unexpected figure in the semidark-
ness. "There you are, " a familiar voice
said.
Tommy recognized his father. "I'd
like to know where you've been, " said
Robert Hoskins. "You lied to your ma
and me. You let us think you'd be sing-
ing in the choir, but you've just been out
running with the irresponsible rascals of
the town. I'm ashamed of you, boy! It
ain't enough that a man can't hold up his
head in this town because he's poor, out
of work, and has a wife who washes
other people's dirty clothes, but now my
son is a scoundrel and a liar!"
Tommy choked back tears. "No,
Pa. "
'  'Get on home, boy !  '  '  roared
Robert.  "Now!"
Tommy ran off, hot tears of anger
and pain burning his eyes. How could his
father assume the worst? What had he
ever done to make his father treat him
so badly? He had been working for
weeks, and for what? To give a present
to a hateful man! Like a wounded animal
in flight, Tommy ran to the abandoned
dry well near his ramshackle house and
threw his precious package into its
yawning mouth. It fell silently, and finally
Tommy heard a dull thud from the
cavern below. Mr. Penniworth watched
from a distance as Tommy sat by the
edge of the well and sobbed.
A few moments later Ida peered over
the bushes and saw her son crying softly.
"There you are," she said gently,
"Yott lied to vour
ma and me.
You've been aut
running with the
irresponsible
rascals
of the town,"
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ignoring the tear streaks on his face. "I
was beginning to believe I'd have no
escort to the service tonight. Mrs.
Smyth has agreed to look after the baby.
Your pa isn' t .  .  .  he isn' t  feel ing
well."
She sat next to Tommy and tenderly
lifted his head to her lap. "Won't you
be a gentleman and take your mother to
the service?"
Tommy lifted his head and tried to
speak. "Ma, you don't understand. Pa
thought. . . I worked. . . I prayed. . . .
It 's not fair!"
Ida smoothed his hair and quietly
shushed her son. "It may not be fair,
son, but don't give up hope. Love can
bring miracles, you know. Love brought
us Christmas, and love brought you
and Mary Anne to your pa and me. We
both love you so much. And I love your
pa. He hasn't always been like this. The
love that brought us all together years
ago can bring us together again. You'll
see. Just have faith in love because God
is love. He can do anything."
Back at the town square, people
were milling about in nervous anticipa-
tion. The barbershop quartet had sung,
and the ladies' chorale, and the Simpson
triplets-angels on stage and rascals off.
Millicent Beadle absentmindedly
polished the silver tray to be presented
to the winner of the Embodiment of
Christmas Spirit Award, and Priscilla
Penniworth mentally placed that tray on
her mantel, between her Wedgewood
vase and the sterling silver nutcrackers
Aunt Bessie had given as a wedding
present.
"How can you be so calm?"
whispered Priscilla violently to Mr. Pen-
niworth. "I've been so busy with the
program I've hardly had a moment to
write an acceptance speech. Of course
I should mention my work with the
Ladies' League for the Beautification of
the Graves of Our Glorious Dead, and
my membership in the New England
Daughters of the True and Noble
Descendants of Captain John Smith, but
would it seem too pompous to mention
I am the only woman in town who can
claim a direct blood linkage to King
George?"
Mr. Penniworth sighed wearily.
"Nothing you could say, dear, would ap-
pear unusually pompous. "
"Look there," Mrs. Penniworth
hissed, her attention diverted from the
pressing matters at hand. "You'd think
Ida Hoskins would at least imolore her
son to change his clothes. He looks as
though he'd been working like a farm-
hand all day!"
"Perhaps he has," answered Mr.
Penniworth, watching the two find a seat
in the row of park benches.
The audience grew quiet when Mil-
licent Beadle mounted the platform. "It
is my very great pleasure to now
present the annual Embodiment of
Christmas Soirit Award. " she said. "As
you know, this award is given to the man
or woman who has done the most for the
community in terms of self-sacrifice,
love, and devotion."
"Thank you, dear friends and neigh-
bors," practiced Mrs. Penniworth un-
der her breath. Her husband glared at
her.
"This year's award, " continued
continued on page 45
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by Jack Boyd
he winter wind kicked dust
and spiinters through the
door as the thick-clothed
man entered. He slammed
and barred the door, then dropped to
one knee in front of the fireplace and its
mound of blue-gray ashes.
"That miserable Greek," the man
muttered to himself as he brushed aside
the thin layer of ash with a handful of
wood shavings, exposing a dimly glow-
ing bed of coals. He dropped the shav-
ings on the coals and blew gently. When
they caught he placed twigs and wood
scraps on the tiny flame.
The fire, jumping and illuminating the
living half of the woodworker's house,
provided just enough eat so the man-
Joseph to his friends, Seph to his
parents-could remove the thick talith
he had worn to Caesarea. The heavy
cloak could almost stand by itself, it was
woven so well. He threw the leather
workman's belt in the corner, then
turned toward an earthen bowl of lamb
stew which had remained half-buried in
the wood ashes since before the sun was
up. Now, warm and fragranl, it would
provide his evening meal and broth for
the bread sop.
Abruptly, Seph kicked the solid table,
pretending it was the neck of that arro-
gant Greek who had called him a tecton.
"I'm more than a house-builder!" Seph
said aloud, the shattered silence caus-
ing him to start. Through cold lips he
whispered with pride, "I am a crafts-
man. I am a cutter of wood, a maker of
cabinets." He huddled near the fire to
slurp the stew.
Could this week have gone worse?
Impossible! Monday he split and carried
a large oak to his shop before discover-
ing most of the wood had beendestroyed
by wood beetles. Tuesday he cut one
The Cutter
of Wood
t l  a
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A village, like
an individual,
must be pure,"
finger so badly he could scarcely hold the
chisel for the mallet.
Then there was Wednesday.
Seph closed his eyes as he shook his
head slowly. Wednesday. Only yester-
day, Was it so recent? He had walked
through his small village to the home of
the giri who was to be his wife. She
answered his knock, invited him in, and
then, in a curiously hushed and self-
controlled voice, she told him she would
have a child in a few months.
He was too stunned to reply. She
tned making some absurd excuse about
it not being her fault, but of course it
was. Seph stalked out of her house
without a word, refusing to listen to her
ridiculous argument. The rising cold
wind blowing straight off the Great Sea
could not compare to the frigid clench of
his heart. First he cried, then he shouted
his anger at the betrayal. He had to
think, but his mind was a block of
ice. The memory of the torment on
Mariamne's face as he strode out of her
house returned with each breath. Sud-
denly a loud knock on his door startled
him.
"Joseph? Seph, are you there? I saw
the light under your door."
Quickly Seph unbarred the door to
let his father escape the freezing night
wind. The old carpenter walked directly
to the fire and backed up to it, rubbing
his hands behind his back. "To Caesarea
and back in one day. Your donkey had
to walk fast. " The attempt at small talk
was a transparent failure. "Did we get
the contract?"
"Not for the large cabinet, but the
woman next door saw my wood chip and
asked about a smal ler cabinet.  "
Absently, he felt above his ear and pulled
the thin, narrow piece of wood from his
hair. He laid the carved piece, the sign
of the cutter of wood, on a small table.
"She wants it by next week. I can do
it by myself, if you wish."
"Yes," the broad-shouldered man
said. "I'm sure you will do well." A
long, awkward silence distanced them.
"You look angry?"
Seph slammed his hand on an ornate
table. "That Greek! That contemptible,
one-eyed Greek called me a tecton. Me!
I'm no house-builder. I make the wood
obey me!"
Old Jacob smiled thinly. "Your pride
runs to the surface, my son. Beware."
Then he frowned again. Twice he started
to speak, but both times his words
trailed off into silence. Finally he stum-
bled into a sentence. "Seph, do you
know what people are saying about. . .
about your, ah. . . betrothed?" His head
sagged at the final words.
"About-Mariamne?" Seph said
slowly.
His father nodded curtlv.
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Seph moved directly in front of his
father. "Tell me," he said, his voice
raspy, his face stolid.
The old man tried looking directly
into his son's eyes, but he failed. "It is
said. . . that she. . . is halfway through
having a child."
The news was in the marketplace.
Like a slit bag of feathers, there would
be no containing it.
"And what else is being said?"
Seph's father spread his hands help-
lessly. "They wonder what she will do,
now that you will not be seeing her
again. "
"These people who talk so easily are
not in charge of my life," Seph said
hotly. "The decision will be mine."
Old Jacob turned to stare into the
flickering fire. "Some things cannot be
the decision of one man."
"Father, I am a grown man.
Mariamne is little more than a child. I
can make the decision."
"No," Jacob said evenly. "The
pledge came from her guardian to me,
and a marriage is part of this community.
Your decision is only a small segment of
it, like a single spoke on a wheel. We
must take back the pledge."
"You speak of the community. Is
that what you fear most, what the com-
munity will say?"
"I speak . . . I speak for many gener-
ations, going back to the great men, to
Zerubbabel who was in Babylon, to
David, to Abraham who was the father
of Isaac and the grandfather ofJacob, my
name ancestor. " Old Jacob's voice rose
with the telling of the familiar history. "l
speak for over 40 generations. And soon
you will speak for them also."
Joseph barJacob. Seph the son of Old
Jacob the cabinetmaker, turned toward
the fire. A slight choke colored his voice.
"And-who speaks for Mariamne, my
Mary?"
"My son, this has happened before.
Always we make the woman an outcast,
as a lesson for the community. A village,
like an individual, must be pure."
Seph turned on his father, his voice
dark with rage. "Is that what King David
did with Bathsheba?"
"Joseph, you are not a king. You are
a man, a worker." Old Jacob shoved a
chair roughly. "If you want to make a
man's decision, then do so, but remem-
ber, you must ride the balance between
one young girl and an entire community.
The greater good for the village. . . or
your own pleasure." He strode toward
the door, but his anger stopped him.
"Would you sell a table with a scarred
top or a weak brace?" There was no
answer. "If you had been a cutter of
wood in Solomon's temple, would you
have placed a finely carved but weak
beam across the Holy of Holies?"
Seph watched as his father pulled the
door shut. Only the popping fire punc-
tuated the stillness. Only the flickering
light moved. Just give me a piece of
wood, he thought, then I will make a
decent decision. But instead here are
flesh and mind and future generations to
consider. Seph dropped to the floor and
pulled the thick camel-hair talith around
him. Its soothing warmth comforted him
as the irregular waving of the fire caught
his eyes. His mind wandered in and out
of his own 30 years.
He remembered the rabbi talking,
long ago, about-what was it? Some-
thing about a son who was to be born.
One ofthe great prophets poke it. Seph
remembered liking the passage because
it reminded him that he also wanted a
son, someone he could train as a cabinet-
maker and carpenter, a son he could
name Eliud or Zadok or David, great
names from his own family.
Seph squinted and turned his head as
an orange flame leapt from the end of
one of the logs, lighting the room. The
old rabbi spoke about that Child, that
Son, who would be called a Wonderful
Counselor. . and that would mean He
would make the proper decision, He
would know how to make both the in-
dividual and the community happy, be-
cause He was-Seph twisted his face in
concentration-yes, He was to be ca.lled
the Prince of Peace.
Seph's head drooped slightly as the
old rabbi's words jumbled themselves,
words about David's throne and unend-
ing peace. Then a final sentence, per-
fect in his memory as if the old teacher
were here now: "He shall feed his flock
like a shepherd: he shall gather the
lambs with his arms, and carry them in
his bosom, nd shall gently lead those that
are with young."
Joseph barJacob sat up suddenly, his
eyes wide at the remembrances. What a
marvelous image! The old prophet would
know how to take care of Mariamne. But
how does a man make such decisions
now? Are these times different?
He frowned at what he had to do.
The decisions had to be made, and this
was as good a time as any. He tried list-
ing the good and the bad, the benefits
and the liabilities, the arguments for
helping or for rejecting Mariamne. He
willed his mind to work, but something,
the flickering light or the swelling wind,
pushed all his carefi.rl thoughts into a use-
less muddle. Slowly, he settled his body.
Then, with a deep sigh, he slept.
Non the birth of Jesus Christ was
on this wise: When as his mother Mary
was espoused to Joseph, before they
came together, she ruas found with
child of the Holy Ghost. Then Joseph
her husband, being a just man, and
not willing to make her a public
example, was minded to put her away
priuily. But while he thought on these
things, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeared unto him in a dream, say-
ing, Joseph, thou son of Dauid, fear
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for
that which is conceiued in her is of the
Holy Ghost. And she shall bringforth
a son. and thou shalt call his name
Jesus: for he shall saue his feofle from
their sins. Now all this was done, that
it might be fulfilled which was spohen
of the Lord by the prophet, saying,
Behold, a uirgin shall be with child,
and shall bring forth a son, and they
shall call his name Emmanuel, nhich
being interpreted is, God with us. Then
Josefh being raised from sleep did as
the angel of the Lord had bidden him,
and took unto him his wife: And knew
her not till she had brought forth her
firstborn son: and he called his name
Jesus.
-Matthew 1:18-25
I Jack Boyd is a free-lance writer and
professor of musicology at Abilene
Christian University in Abilene, Texas.
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Bollback Celebrates Christ
in Music and Song
From South American Jungles to City Streets
From "Sights and Sounds oi Christmas"-"Ring the bel ls. Ring the bel ls. Let the whole
world know. Ghrist the Saviour l ives today, as He did so long ago."
to provide piano and other music lessons
for him. Teachers and fellow musicians
had always praised the young man's
ability. "He has a real gift," they had
said. "One day he will play in Carnegie
Hall."
After his conversion at a youth camp
in New York, young Bollback had dedi-
cated his music to the Lord. Every Satur-
day night he played piano in the youth
rallies held by evangelist Jack Wyrtzen.
As he played the invitational hymn each
week, Harry saw hundreds ofyoung peo-
ple come to accept Christ as personal
Saviour.
World War II interrupted Bollback's
piano playing, and for over three years
he served in the South Pacific. When he
returned home he married his longtime
sweetheart. Millie. and resumed his seat
at the piano during Wyrtzen's rallies.
One night at a youth rally, Wyrtzen
gave an invitation for missionary service.
The needs of a lost world had been
clearly expressed, and Bollback felt the
keen call of God. As Wyrtzen called for
the group to sing one last chorus of the
invitation hymn, he suddenly noticed
there was no piano accompaniment. The
by George Theis
Tont Boilback, rhe ilrsr of his
I German family to be born in the
I United States. realized too late
that he had wasted precious years he
should have given in God's service. At
a missionary conference in Manhattan he
fervently promised God, "I can no longer
go to the mission field. I'm too old. But
you can have my three children to work
in full-time Christian service."
As the years passed, Tony Bollback
saw his oldest son, Anthony, set sail for
missionary work in China. His daughter
married a pastor, and his second son,
Harry, left to reach savage Indian tribes
in the jungles of Brazil.
"Why the jungles?" Tony wondered.
For Harry had another gift which poten-
tially outweighed his value as a mis-
sionary. He was a talented musician, and
his parents had sacrificed over the years
ho* some
of the men
who tried
to kill Bollback
and his colleagues
are now
pastoring churches
among their own people.
December 1987 25
crowd continued to sing while Jack cast
a curious glance toward the piano. To his
surprise, Harry Bollback was no longer
there, but was walking toward the front
to dedicate his life to full-time Christian
service.
Bollback became a firebrand dedi-
cated to burning the truth of God into the
hearts of lost sinners and saints alike.
After completing his Bible education, he
was prepared for the ministry. His
parents wondered what God could do
with a musician in the jungles of Brazil.,
but Tony Bollback knew that God would
provide for and direct each of his
children.
Harry could not take a piano with him
to the jungles, so he used his musical
skills on a manual accordion. This instru-
ment became known through the jungles
of central Brazil, as Bollback and his col-
league Harold Reimer invested four years
of their lives among some of the most
savage Indians of the twentieth century.
Perhaps one of their most rewarding
exploits'was to seek out the fierce
Chavante tribe. These Indians had mas-
sacred other white men who had dared
come near, but Bollback and his friends
were determined to contact he tribe.
The first meeting between Bollback
and the tribe seemed peaceful, but sud-
denly the Indians' mood changed. For
several days and nights Bollback and his
companions fled downstream away from
the Indians' poisoned arrows. But be-
cause the jungle river twisted and
turned, the Indians had the opportunity
to run downstream and catch the mis-
sionary canoes as they passed by.
Terror suddenly struck the Bollback
party as they rounded a bend in the river
and saw the Indians poised with their
bows and arrows at the top of a cliff.
There was little the missionaries could
do as the current swiftly carried their
canoes between the two bluffs where the
Indians were waiting. The possibility of
survival seemed remote. As the current
catapulted the canoes into the narrow
pass, the sound ofarrows hissing through
the air and the screams of the Indians
stunned the missionaries. But in seconds
the missionary party was out of the reach
of the savage Indians. God had per-
formed a miracle and diverted the arrows
from their targets.
This experience prompted Bollback
to write one of his first songs, "Jesus Is
with Me Wherever I Go." Later, mem-
bers of the Chavante tribe walked to the
missionary base and established a peace-
ful contact which led to numerous Indian
Harry Bollback
conversions. Today some of the men who
tried to kill Bollback and his colleagues
are now pastoring their own people.
When Bollback returned to the United
States in 1955, he asked Jack Wyrtzen a
question from deep within his soul.
"Why couldn't God do the same thing
with the youth of Brazil that He is doing
through Word of Life in the United
States? "
Wyrtzen responded with a simple
directive. "Go back toBrazl and begin
a Word of Life camp." They held an early
morning prayer meeting at the boathouse
on Word of Life Island in New York, and
placed this vision before the board and
staff members present. Wyrtzen closed
the meeting by singing "Great Is Thy
Faithfulness," and by noon that day God
had confirmed to Wyrtzen and Bollback
that Word of Life should become "Word of
Life International."
Bollback returned to Brazil. During his
labors there he penned his well-known
song "Ring the bells. Ring the bells. Let
the whole world know Christ the Saviour
lives today, as He did so long ago."
Because Bollback dared to step out
in faith and begin a camp in Brazil, today
the Word of Life ministry has stretched
across the world in 27 dfferentcountries.
Over 120 missionaries from the United
States and Canada and hundreds of
national workers carry the gospel of
Christ to a lost world.
To help give direction to this ever-
expanding ministry Bollback returned to
the United States and began traveling ex-
tensively. His return to the home staff
brought a new and dynamic music
emphasis that has stimulated growth to
the entire ministry of Word of Life. Im-
pressed with the need of stirring the
hearts of Christians, Bollback sought he
Lord for ideas that would enable him to
bring thousands of people out to hear the
Word of God. The musical training
provided by his parents became an effec-
tive tool in the hands of this man who had
learned to serve God well.
In 1975 a group of 50 singers from the
Word of Life Bible Institute in Schroon
[.ake, New York, began to travel and pre-
sent a concert called "I I-ove America."
lnl976, in the midst of bicentennial fever,
Bollback wrote the words and music to
"[.et Freedom Ring." This concert was
such a success that it appeared on
national television.
After 10 years ofconcert tours, more
than two million people have heard the
WOL Collegians in face-to-face perfor-
mances, and as a result more than 2,000
people register decisions to receive
Christ as personal Saviour each year.
Each year a new program is born with
the help of Brian Donley, professor of
music at the WOL Bible Institute, and
the WOL Collegians. Each presentation
brings a new insight into the Word of
God. Just the mention of the names of
these programs-l'Not My Will," "l.et
Freedom Ring," "His Tiuth Goes
Marching On," "Ring the Bells,"
"God's Portrait of [,ove." "Daniel."
"Revelation," "Genesis," and "The
Passion Play'l-1unt he memory of thou-
sands whose lives have been spiritually
touched by the hand of God through the
musical presentations.
Though all of the programs are effec-
tive in communicating the gospel, none
compare to the presentation of "The
Passion Play," a dramatic presentation of
the death. burial. and Resurrection of
Jesus Christ.
The Collegians have crisscrossed
America, Canada, and Great Britain,
renting large auditoriums to present the
gospel. Bollback's God-given creativity
and musical genius is communicating the
gospel in a style to which modern men
and women are accustomed: with drama,
narration. multimedia. and music. Last
year the spectacular "Sights and Sounds
of Christmas" turned away over 1,000
people from Madison Square Garden.
He is a missionary and a musician-
happily, the two have combined in a
ministry to reach the entire world for
Christ.
I George Theis is codirector of Word
of Life and a veteran missionarv of 20
years in Brazil.
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Ministry_lq Eoremost
Steve Green
by Raymond J. Catogge
wo hours prior to concert time a
line of people 50 yards long
awaited the opening of the church
doors. An hour later the parking lot was
full and the line twice as long. Fifteen
minutes after the doors opened, the
auditorium was filled to capacity. People
continued to file in, chairs were placed
in the aisles, and latecomers sat in
the choir loft. The crowd btzzed with
excitement.
Finally, loud applause welcomed the
evening's guest of honor, a well-
groomed, blond man with all-American
boyish looks, as he took his place before
a single microphone. Silencing the crowd
with an aura of reverence, the gifted
tenor lifted his voice toward heaven and
issued a "Call to Worship," a song that
set the stage for the remainder of the
concert.
What followed that evening was not
entertainment, but a service where
Jesus Christ was glorified in worship and
praise. Steve Green's broad repertoire
thrilled the spirits of believers-young
and old alike. The congregation partici-
pated in a time of singing choruses, with
Steve at the guitar. Steve and his wife,
Marijean, challenged husbands and wives
with a vocal duet. Steve's testimonies
and powerful preaching compelled Chris-
tians to pursue a deeper level of commit-
ment to Christ. He gave an intense a
cappella performance of 'A Mighty
Fortress," and reflected preaching rather
than singing in his rendition of "He Holds
the Keys." After the concert Steve
greeted believers cordially while the
sound track to "People Need the Lord"
played in the background. Believers left
rejuvenated in their walk with the Lord.
Steve Green's name is fast becoming
a household word among Christians
worldwide. How has he achieved recog-
nition with no gimmicks, slogans, or
promotional campaigns? The underlying
factor is his commitment to ministry and
worship-above music and performance.
According to Steve, "I began to see that
God could use me, not through fame, but
through influence."
On August 1, 1956, Stephen James
In tne world
of Christian music,
concerts must be
coupled with
a personal life
Green was born to Charles andJo Green
in Portland, Oregon. When Steve was 4
his parents were called as Conservative
Baptist missionaries to South America.
Steve, with his two brothers and two sis-
ters, was reared on the mission field. In
sharing childhood experiences he said,
"Dad had some unusual ways of attract-
ing a crowd. There were five of us chil-
dren and we all played musical
instruments. He would take us to a vil-
lage and unload us on a street corner and
say, 'OK, children, play.' We would play
instruments and sing. Soon a crowd
would gather and Dad would sty,
'Enough, children.' Then he would
preach." During Steve's upbringing in
Argentina, at age 8, he accepted Jesus
Christ.
"I'm grateful for my heritage and
thankful for a sound Christian home."
Steve admires his parents' dedication to
missionary work and their unreserved
love for God, but admits that he ex-
perienced times of bitterness. Inwardly,
he felt his parents' level of commitment
to Christ was a radical one that he would
never embrace.
At 17, Steve returned to the States to
enroll in Grand Canyon College in
Phoenix, Aizona. He entered college as
a preJaw major, with dreams of launch-
ing into the professional world and en-joying the "good life." After some
coaxing by the head of the music depart-
ment, Steve changed his major to vocal
performance.
During his sophomore year at Grand
Canyon, the Christian singing group
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of thirsting for God,
('Tiuth" 
visited the campus. Steve sang
for the group's director, and two weeks
later he received a call to join them. He
accepted the invitation.
Steve met Marijean while traveling
with "Truth." She was a music educa-
tion graduate from Stetson University in
Deland, Florida, and a fellow member of
the group. They were married in Braden-
ton, Florida, in the summer of 1978.
After years of traveling with ''Tiuth", the
Greens decided to move to Tyler, Texas.
Those plans changed when the Bill
Gaither organization asked the Greens
to join their association. They relocated
to Alexandria, Indiana, and from that
base traveled with the Bill Gaither Trio
for two years. Shortly thereafter, Steve
became one of the original members of
the Gaither Vocal Band.
In 1982 the Greens moved to Nash-
ville, Tennessee, to begin a full-time
music ministry. Sparrow Records
approached Steve with the idea of doing
a solo album. Many honors followed,
beginning with the album Steue Green,
and the "Male Vocalist of the Year"
award bestowed by the Gospel Music
Association at the 1985 Dove Awards.
Steve's next album, He Holds the Keys,
earned him two Dove nominations and a
Grammy nomination as "Gospel Male
Vocalist of the Year." This year Steve
again received the "Male Vocalist of the
Year" Dove Award, for his powerful For
God and God Alone album, and "Album
of the Year-Best Musical" for A MMty
Fortress, a joint effort with musicians
Niles Borop and Dwight Liles. In April
Steve released Tienen Que Saber a
Spanish album for a missions trip to
South America. He released Joy to the
World in October.
August 1983 was a pivotal time in
Steve's life. The entire Green family was
in Phoenix for tJre wedding of his younger
sister. Steve's veneer was exposed when
his brother Randy lovingly confronted
him about his relationship with God.
Stevewas angry at first. The confronta-
tion embarrassed and humiliated him.
But that night Steve fell to his knees and
surendered every part of his life to Jesus
Christ. The joy of his salvation was re-
stored, and his wife was the first one to
know. As he made restitution to friends
and relatives, his ministry took on a new
perspective. Restoration became the
theme of his life. At a recent concert,
Steve commented between songs,
"Christianity isn't just a name. It should
be a tlread that runs through a believer's
life. It's a believer's theme. It runs
t t 
M, main goat is that
people will be
encouraged in christ
and strengthened in Him.
I have no solution
other than to point
people to Jesus Christ,
He doesn't just meet needs
in some simplistic way-
He is the Solid Rock
for everyone's life."
through 
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I-ord of all." The commitment of his par-
ents that seemed to frustrate him years
before was now his very lifeblood.
Recently, Steve, Marijean, and Dave
and Judy Green, Steve's brother and
sister-inJaw, traveled to South America
for a missionary evangelism trip. During
the 1l-day trip the group visited Ecuador,
Argentina, and Venezuela, conducting a
number of concerts and reuniting with
the Greens' parents. Working closely
with HCJB Radio and MissionaryAviation
Fellowship in Ecuador, the Greens were
able to visit Indian villages and outlying
areas ofthe country. Also included in the
itinerary were concerts in Salta, Argen-
tina, where the Greens grew up; in the
boarding school where Steve and Dave
were educated on the field; and at Inter-
national Baptist Church in Caracus,
Venezuela, the newly founded ministry
of their parents. In an April interview on
Moody Broadcasting Network's Prime
Time America, Steve commented from
South America, "Receiving the Dove
Award, and then flying to the mission
field, put things in their proper perspec-
tive. People down here don't know Steve
Green."
The l,ord has given Steve Green the
privilege and responsibility of a bigger
platform than he ever expected. Tiips are
scheduled in every corner of the United
States and invitations come from all over
the world. The concerts are normally
held in churches. Steve strongly feels
that the environment should be con-
ducive to worship and praise, and he
always preaches to his listeners. He says,
"It is so important to have an at-
mosphere where ministry is foremost.
My main goal is that people will be
encouraged in Christ and strengthened
in Him, and that it will be an evening of
pointing our hearts and ow minds tourard
spiritual things. Really, I have no solu-
tion other than to point people to Jesus
Christ. He doesn't just meet needs in
some simplistic way-He is the Solid
Rock for everyone's li[e."
Steve recalls the days when they
traveled 14 hours to sing to 30 people,
but he does not regret it. His spirit of
humility remains to this day. Upon
receiving his 1985 Dove Award, Steve
said, "When the Israelites were getting
ready to go into Canaan, God reminded
them not to forget that they came out of
Egypt, and to remember that all the
things that had happened to them were
not because of their own hand."
Steve and Marijean have two chil-
dren, Summer, 6, and Josiah, 2. They live
in a quiet town-house complex in a
suburb ofNashville, Tennessee, and they
cherish time together as a family. Impor-
tant to them are things like sharing
Jesus Christ with their neighbors, family
outings, praying together, and people.
According to Steve, the course of Steve
Green Ministries does not depend on his
success as a musician or on his ratings
with the Gospel Music Association, but
on his willingness to serve. "If the voice
goes, there are 100 possibilities of serv-
ing Christ-music is just one of them,"
Steve says about his future.
The star syndrome, popularity, and
fame all have ways of separating perform-
ers from ministers. In the world of Chris-
tian music, concerts must be coupled
with a personal life of thirsting for God.
Steve Green Ministries is a sound attes-
tation of that longing so vitally needed
today in Christian living.
Steve Green wants his concerts "to
be a place where people can sit back and
be bathed in love for the llrd." If the op-
portunity arises to attend one of his meet-
ings, be sure to take advantage of it. The
inspiring atmosphere and music will en-
Iiven your heart. But be prepared for a
spiritual cleansing, a sacred confirontation,
and a scriptunl plea to reach a higher level
of commitment o Jesus Christ. For the
man who went from the mission field to
the music world to a life of serving, con-
sistenfly urges his hearers to enter the
abundant life where ministry is foremost.
I Raymond J. Catogge is director of
Christian education at Gmple Heights
Baptist Church in Thmpa, Florida.
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Christrnas
Prayer
O God, our loving Father,
help us rightly to remember the birth of Jesus,
that we may share in the song of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds,
and the worship of the Wise Men.
May the Christmas morning make us happy
to be your children
and the Christmas evening bring us to our
bed with grateful thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven,
for Jesus' sake. Amen.
-Robert Louis Stevenson
John Hus
A Simple Faith Led to Europe's First Protestant Church
by Paul Murral
he small settlement of Gracehill,
just off the main road a few miles
west of Ballymena, Northern
Ireland, is the only Moravian community
left in lreland. There is a plain church,
a scruffy green square, and three well-
preserved and handsome eighteenth-
century houses in black stone.
Children scamper among flat grave-
stones in the nearby cemetery, not
knowing that the flat markers are witness
to Moravian belief that the rich should
have no higher monument than the poor,
because in death all are equal.
For 223 years coffins of deceased
female Moravians were borne up one
path to the settlement cemetery on the
hill, while men were carried up another
pathway.
In the Moravian community church in
Gracehil l, Presbyterians worshiped
alongside Catholics, a rare occurrence in
Ireland.
The Moravian church is the oldest
Protestant church in Europe. It was born
out of the teachings ofJohn Hus 40 years
after he had been burned as a heretic.
This intelligent and dedicated man had
preached a simple faith, used the
language of his native Czechoslovakia,
and opposed the indulgences then prac-
ticed in the church.
The Gracehill settlement and mossy
gravestones are reminders of this
remarkable man and the unique influence
of a church that was more concerned
with inspiring people to accept the gospel
than with building up the Moravian
denomination.
John Hus was born during 1369 in
Husinec, Czechoslovakia, near the
Bavarian border. He was educated at the
University of Prague and began to lec-
ture there in 1398 when he was 29.
To, ffibunat
challenged Hus
to publicly recant
his erroneous views.
He refused,
and sentence of death
was pronounced,
Three years later Hus became deanof
the philosophy faculty and developed a
superb reputation as a preacher in the
university's Bethlehem Chapel.
Hus was elected rector of this chapel,
which had been built by the citizens of
Prague to encourage preaching in their
own language, as opposed to Latin.
At this time John Hus became capti-
vated by the teachings of the deceased
pioneer eformerJohn Wycliffe. He trans-
lated Wycliffe's writings into Czech and
actively promoted Wycliffe's philosophy.
This did not endear Hus to church
authorities, who were suspicious of new
teachings. Hus, like Wycliffe, opposed
forged miracles and clerical greed.
In 1408 the clergy of Prague laid be-
fore the local archbishop a formal com-
plaint against he 40-year-old Hus. Their
objections were that he preached against
them and used strong language in his
denunciations.
John Hus was deprived of his synod
preaching position and forbidden to per-
form priestly functions. Despite this, he
remained popular with civic authorities
and the common people.
The archbishop instructed an inquis-
itor to deal with the charges against
Hus. As an indication of which side he
favored in the dispute, the archbishop had
200 books by John Wycliffe burned in the
Prague square. After the inquisitor's
report, which favored the opponents of
Hus, the archbishop excommunicated
Hus and his friends from the church.
John Hus continued to preach and
remained popular with the common peo-
ple of Prague. In time the whole city was
placed under church interdict, but noth-
ing seemed to deter either Hus or those
who believed in his sincerity and
message.
In 1413, when he was 44, Hus was
requested to go to Constance, Germany,
for a council inquiring into the truth of
the charges laid against him. He was
granted safe conduct and attended the
conference. But the safe conduct was a
ruse and was broken without conscience
by the clergy who had lured him to
Constance.
When John Hus came to trial the
stage was carefully set for his condem-
nation. The works of John Wycliffe were
denounced, and when Hus tried to make
a defense against the charges against him
he was shouted own. He claimed admi-
ration for Wycliffe but love for the church
and was against abuses and error.
The tribunal challenged Hus to
declare he had erred in his preaching and
teachings, to promise not to hold or
spread his views in the future, and to
publicly recant his erroneous views. He
refused. Sentence of death was
pronounced on July 6, 1415. He tried to
argue his cause but was refused a
hearing.
So it was that John Hus, citizen of
Prague, was taken at the age of 46 and
burned to death at the stake. Afterward,
in order to give his followers no oppor-
tunity to venerate his remains, his ashes
and the soil on which thev lav were
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thrown into the Rhine River. The teach-
ings of John Hus were not to be so easily
disposed of.
The reform movement that had
begun with Wycliffe survived the death
of John Hus. The Moravians, as the
reformers came to be called, emphasized
simple Christian teaching, an exemplary
moral life, and a reliance on the Bible for
each individual. They insisted on practi-
cal love for one another and the world
around them, and a stern discipline in
daily living. They held dearly, and with
much suffering, to the belief that theirs
was a "priesthood of all believers."
The Moravians produced the first
Protestant hymnbook in 1501 and pub-
lished their own version of the Bible in
1593. (The New Testament had been
translated in 1565.)
In spite of persecution the Moravians
made remarkable progress in Europe,
founding a church in Poland which sur-
vived for over 200 years. After the
ravages of the Thirty Year War, from 1618
to 1648, the Moravians almost ceased to
exist in Europe. Yet, through the efforts
of an extraordinary German nobleman,
their beliefs continued to have significant
influence throughout Europe and North
America.
Count Nikolaus Ludwig of Zinzendort
(1700-1760) encouraged Moravians to
spread their teachings abroad, and
thus began a missionary trend that
was to circle the globe. Zinzendorf was
not concerned with the revival of the
Moravians as a denomination, but wanted
rather to use Moravian teachings in a
great worldwide missionary and elangel-
ical endeavor.
The value of a Moravian settlement
was not assessed by their number of
great members, but by their power to
furnish evangelists for the great world-
wide crusade. These foreign missions
dominated Moravian thinking. Znzendort
and his friends were not interested in
converting members of other churches
into Moravians. They wanted to send
converts to arouse dormant spiritual ife
in their home congregations.
They sent forth a great number of
messengers to distant destinations. The
Orthodox Church in Russia, the Copts
in Egypt, churches in Germany, Switzer-
land, Holland, Scandinavia, nd a host of
other lands all experienced Moravian
inlluence.
Perhaps the greatest impact the
Moravians made was in their contact with
John Wesley, who was converted in a
Moravian meetinghouse in l,ondon.
Tn, works
of John Wycliffe
were denounced,
and when Hus tried to
make a defense
against he charges
against him
He claimed admiration
for Wycliffe
and was against
abuses and error.
Moravians thus found indirect influence
in the remarkable Wesleyan revivals of
the next century.
Initial Moravian efforts in North
he was shouted own.
America were among black slaves, first
in the West Indies, and then on the con-
tinent. Zinzendorf saw in North America
a possible haven from European perse-
cution. However, work among North
American Indians and educational efforts
with children dominated Moravian en-
deavors for some time. Not until the
mid-nineteenth century did the church
itself begin to grow in significant
numbers. This took place primarily in
Pennsylvania.
The Moravian church today is a small
and almost insignificant group in the
total picture of world Christianity. But the
influence of the church, inspired by the
life and teachings of John Hus and publi-
cized by Nikolaus von Zinzendorf, can-
not be measured by membership alone.
Its influence is felt throughout the Chris-
tian world in teaching if not in recogni-
tion. And that is probably how John Hus
would have wanted it to be, a legacy, not
in organizational proliferation of a large
denomination, but in the improved lives
and influence of individual believers.
I Paul Murray is a free-lance writer
in Toronto. Ontario. Canada.
but love for the church
SILENT
KILLER
Fundamentalist evangelist Don Boys, a
former member of the Indiana House of
Representatives and publisher of Freedom
Baptist Curriculum for Christian Schools and
Home Schools, is author of the newly
released AIDS: Silent Killer-a shocking,
informative book that should be read bv
every American.
Boys is also a columnist for USA Today.In this role he has done
extensive interviews with AIDS researchers, medical doctors,
university professors, CDC personnel, blood bank workers, hospital
administrators, nurses, and politicians, and has obtained a White
House briefing on the government's AIDS policy.
The result of his intensive research is A/DS: Silent Killer-a
fully documented book that uncovers some startling facts not
revealed elsewhere. In order to combat the AIDS threat to our
society, even our lives, it is essential to be informed. Don Boys
makes this possible through his new book.
To order your copy of this crucial book, send $8.00 to Freedom
Publications, P. O. Box 2T|IS,Indianapolis, IN 46227. Christian
School/Home School kits are available for $1.50 each. Bookstore
managers may write for quantity discounts.
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To the Praguers
25 December 1413
Dearly belovedl
lbeit I am now
separated f rom
you so far that it
perhaps is not fitting that I
preach much to you,
nevertheless, the love that
I have for you urges me
that I say at least a few brief words to
your love.
Lo! dearly beloved; as it were an
angel today said to the shepherds: "l
bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people." And suddenly a
multitude of angels cried aloud, saying:
"Glory to God in the highest, on earth
peace, good will toward men."
Commemorating these things, dearly
beloved, rejoice, for today God is born
a man, in order that there may be glory
to God in the highest and on earth peace
to men of good will.
Rejoice, that today the infinitely Great
is born a child, that there may be glory
to God in the highest.
Rejoice, because today is born the
Reconciler, in order to reconcile man
with God and angel, that there may be
glory to God in the highest.
Rejoice, because today One was bonr
to cleanse sinners from their sin, to
deliver them from the power of the Devil,
and to save them from eternal perdition,
and bring them into eternaljoy, that there
Reioice!
A Christmas Letter from John Hus
may be glory to God in the highest.
Rejoice with a great joy that today a
King is born to us, to dispense the full-
ness of the heavenly kingdom; a Bishop,
to grant eternal benediction; the Father
of the future age, in order to keep us
as His children with Himself forever.
A loving Brother is born to us, a wise
Master, a safe Leader, a just Judge, in
order that there may be glory to God in
the highest.
Rejoice, you wicked, because the
God-priest was born, who grants to
every penitent absolution from all sins,
that there may be glory to God in the
highest.
Rejoice, because today the bread of
ange l s ,  name ly  God ,
became food for men, to
refresh the hungry with His
glorious body, that they
may have peace on earth.
Rejoice, that the immor-
tal God is born, so that mor-
tal men may live in eternity.
Rejoice, because the
rich Lord of the Universe
lies in a manger as poor,
that He may enrich us needy ones.
Rejoice, dearly beloved, that what the
prophets prophesied is fulfilled, that
there may be glory to God in the highest.
Rejoice that a child is born to us with
all power, for a son is given us full of
sagacity and grace, that there be glory
in the highest.
O dearly beloved, should there be but
little rejoicing over these things? Nay, a
mighty joyl Because a Redeemer is born
to us, to free us from all misery a
Saviour of sinners, a Ruler of all His faith-
ful; there is born a Comforter of the sor-
rowful, and given us the Son of God, that
there be to us a great joy, to God in the
highest and on earth peace to men of
good will.
May the God born to us this day
deign to grant us that good will, peace,
along with joy! Amen.
I Adapted fromThe htters of John Hus,
translated by Matthew Spinka, Rowman
and Littlefield, Totowa, New Jersey.
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S nouu there be but
little rejoicing? Nay, a
mighty joy!
December 1987 35
TRBC
Counseling
Aff i l iates
with Rapha
Mental Health
Services
Christians requiring rn-
hospital psychological coun-
seling often cannot find a
program that does not un-
dermine their beliefs. Al-
though professional psycho-
logical help is sometimes
needed, Christians may be
hesitant to seek it, or to
recommend it to those in need,
because much of  the t reat-
ment available is not based on
truth. It rejects rather than
reinforces Christian faith.
Recognizing this need,
Dr.  Falwel l ,  whose min is t r ies
receive thousands of calls for
help, has announced an af-
filiation with Rapha, which
provides Christ-centered
professional ser.'rices in hospi-
tals throughout America.
Taking its name from the
Hebrew word for "healer,"
Rapha offers hope and help,
through individual and group
therapy, to adults and adoles-
cents who suffer from psycho-
logical and substance abuse
problems.
Chemical dependency (a
drug or alcohol problem), an-
ticipated or attempted suicide,
eating disorders (anorexia or
bulimia), severe depression.
paranoia, periods of con-
fusion, severe loss of
memory, severe anxiety at-
tacks, and violent outbursts
against others are among the
problems that may require
the protective and therapeutic
environment of a hospital.
Pastors, counselors,
parents, and people in need
of this service may cal.
1-800-345-8095.
I Kay Raysor
Looking
Back"..1961
Macel Falwell
Shares A
Christmas Memory
Our most memorable
and happy Christmas was
the Christmas of 1961.
We're a very close fam-
ily and we always celebrate
the holiday together. My
parents, two sisters, and
brother  were a l l  spending
the holiday at my house
that year. After we had
opened all of our gifts, I
told Jerry that I had anoth-
er gift for him and called
him into the next room.
When we were alone
together, I took his hands,
looked at him lovingly and
said, "Jerry, we're going
to have a baby." Several
months before Christmas,
I'd asked him what he
wanted for Christmas, and
he had said, "l 'd really l ike
to have a baby boy." So
when the doctor told me I
was pregnant, I decided not
to tell anyone at all-not
even my family. I wanted
the announcement o be my
gift to my husband on
Christmas Day. I was three
months pregnant at the time.
When I told Jerry, he
was so surprised that he
said, "I just don't believe
it! Prove it to me!" I
remembered a book on
pregnancy that the doctor
had given me, so I showed
Jerry the book. He said,
"Well, you could have
bought that." Then I
remembered a prescription
the doctor had given me for
morning sickness. When I
showed that to him, he
finally believed I was preg-
nant. He just stood there
with tears rolling down his
cheeks.
We walked back into the
living room to tell my par-
ents. This was to be their
first grandchild. We all sat
there crying with joy for a
long time. Our first son,
Jerry, Jr., was born the fol-
lowing June-on Father's
Day of  19621
I Adapted from Redbook.
Eddie and
Cindy Lyons
Missionaries in
the Philippines
"Missions was our
life." For Cindy Hughes
Lyons. that sums up life in
a family that lived and
ministered in another cul-
ture. Cindy and her hus-
band, Eddie, look back on
growing up on the mission
field as an enriching, fas-
cinating experience in-
st rumental  in  thei r  decis ion
to cont inue thei r  l ives in
service for the Lord in the
Philippines.
With his parents, Eddie
first arrived in the Phil ip-
pines by boat in 1965. He
recalls looking forward ex-
citedly to the first Fil ipino
kid he would be able t<-r
play with. Eddie now as-
sists his father at the Bap-
tist Bible Church and in the
Manila Baptist Bible Col-
lege in the Philippine capital
of Manila.
While serving in the
U.S. Air Force in the
Phil ippines, Cindy's father,
Bob Hughes, became bur-
dened for the people with
whom he came in contact.
After his military discharge,
he returned to the Philip-
pines and spent 20 years
pastoring the pioneer work
of the Baptist Bible Fellow-
ship begun by Frank Hooge
on the island of Cebu.
Although living on differ-
ent islands, back-and-forth
visits for fellowship and
ministry brought the two
[amilies together regularly.
A close friendship devel-
oped between Eddie and
Cindy.
After graduation from
Bible college in the States,
Eddie returned to the
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Philippines to begin a mmrs-
try with his father. Cindy
staved in the United States
after college, working on
the missions staff at Libertv
University as campaign
coordinator for SMITE(Student Missionarv Intern-
ship Training for Evan-
gelism). She worked with
students on foreign oul-
reaches to seven countnes
On a trip to the Philip-
pines, she was able to
soend time with Eddie and
renew their childhood
friendshio. Thev were mar
ried in April 1984.
Now, as a second-
generatlon mlsslonary lam-
ily, they are effectively
ministering for the Lord i
Manila, the Philippines. For
m
insight and encouragement
thev have the examole of
godly parents who taught
them the value of giving
their all to the Lord.
I Howard Erickson
praying, giving, and going.
The key elements to
this challenging week
were the missionaries and
mission agency representa-
tives who spoke in classes
and chapel. Missionaries
were readily available for
informal discussion with
students seeking better
understanding and direc-
tion concerning involvement
in world missions. This rn-
teraction provided an in-
dispensable contribution
to an effective week oI
missions communication.
LU faculty and staff
responsible for coordinating
this vital missions program
are excited by what will
prayerfully become long-
term results from the
numerous commitments
made by students. By the
end of the week 460
students made or confirmed
decisions to pray for
missions more regularly,
157 promised to be in-
strumental in financial
support, and 351 are seri-
ously considering full-time
ministry in God's harvest
field.
The challenge "How
Shall They Hear?" made a
solid impact, one that will
be felt around the world as
these students follow
through on their commit-
ment to be involved with
the Lord in communicating
His gospel to those who
have not heard.
I Howard Erickson
Calendar
December
5-6- The Liutng
Christmas Tree at
TRBC
11- Christmas Festiual
with Dauid Meese
at  LU
11-13- The Liuing
Christmas Tree at
TRBC
December I7-Janwary 18-
LU semester break
27- Dr. Falwell sPeaks
at First Baptist
Ckwrch in DaLlas,
Texas
How
They
Shal
Hear?
Interaction best de-
scribes the recent week-
long World Impacl Missions
Conference at Liberty
University. Centered
around the theme "How
Shal l  They Hear?"  L iber ty
students were challenged to
be actively involved in
world evangelization by
Members of the Sounds of Liberty include: First row, seated left  to r ight: Dawn Allen, Karen Randlett,  Susan
Matherly; Second row, left  to r ight: Mike Coker, Rusty Goodwrn, Kenny Brown, Mark Christ ian; Third row,
left  to r ight: Dave Fossler, Alberta Couthen, Jane Slusher, Jul ie Jefferies, and Steve Burba. (Not pictured,
Gary  Mod l ish)
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Al lowing Young People
A "Second Chance" in  Chr is t
God used the exoeriences as a
youth pastor and law enforcement
officer to place a deep conviction and
burden on the l i fe  of  Rick Wi i ta .
" . . . on the streets, hunger. pain
and death are real every day. The bad
guys are very serious about it - as
a cop, lwas serious about it. Today,
I am even more serious - serious
about reaching kids for Christ."
-Rick Wi i ta
Let's reach your youth together!
Youth evangel ism ra l l ies,  act iv i t ies,
leadership t ra in ing.
For  more in format ion and schedul ing
contact  us at  S.C.M.,  Rt .  1 ,  Box 36,
Pittsvil le. VA 24139. 804-656-2902.
Worried about what your
children learn in school?
American schools were founded on
the Bible,  basic educat ion and godly
moral  values.
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the Gift
of Giving
by Tim and Beuerly htHaye
Christmas is an excellent
time to teach some of
God's principles to your
family, especially that "it is
more blessed to give than
to receive."
Children are naturally
excited about receiving gifts
at Christmas, and as par-
ents we want to give them
special expressions of love
at this season. This will al-
ways be an important part
of our holiday celebration.
But we make a serious mis-
take if we allow our children
to think of Christmas only
as a time of receiving.
In our efforts to make
their Christmas as happy as
possible, we may overlook
the one gift that would
bring them the true joy of
the season-giving to
others in celebration of our
Lord's birth. Think about it.
When we do all the giving
we selfishly keep the best
blessing for ourselves, be-
cause it is indeed more
blessed to give than to
receive.
In ancient times, when a
king's first son was born
people gave gifts to their
neighbors. To them this
meant the perpetuation of
a stable government. It
made them think life was
secure.
For us, the birth of
God's Son means the great
Good News of the gospel is
for everyone. Sharing that
Good News as a family is
an enriching experience.
You might take your chil-
dren to a senior citizens'
home and conduct a service
for the residents. They love
to hear children sing. You
could give some appropriate
gifts, such as a houseplant
or cookies. Visit two or
three weeks before Christ-
mas. It stretches the
season for them.
Consider visiting an
orphanage or children's
home. Encourage your chil-
dren to make gifts for the
children. Giving of them-
selves in this way is one of
the most satisfying things
your children can learn to
do at Christmastime-or
anytime.
Another important activ-
ity is visiting the shut-ins
and poor families of your
community. If you can
afford it, take a tree and
trimmings to a less for-
tunate family about 10 days
before Christmas. Return
on Christmas Eve and bring
them dinner. But let them
know your intention, so
they won't plan something
else.
When you deliver the
tree, you can look over the
situation. Note the chil-
dren's ages and anything
that may give you ideas for
gifts. During the next week
or so, discuss the gifts you
will want to take when you
return on Christmas Eve.
(This could also be a
Christmas project for a
Sunday school class or
youth group.)
Your children will have
the rewarding experience of
giving to those who cannot
give in return. They will
learn firsthand that in giving
we receive the most
blessed gift of all. :
mffiffi
Beyond
the Tinsel
I could feel the cold
tingle of snowflakes falling
against my face as I dashed
through the parking lot. I
found my car and placed my
packages in the trunk. Away
from the noisy crowds and
the visual barrage of tinsel
in the shopping center, I
breathed a sigh of relief in
the quiet comfort of my car.
I was angry and frus-
trated for most of the trip
home. Why had this most
beautiful Christian season
been so obscured by things
completely unrelated to the
birth of our [,ord: Santa
Clauses, bells, lights, candy
canes, and bright packages
screamed for my attention.
I saw hardly any evidence
of the Christ of Christmas.
Then, quietly and gently,
the Holy Spirit made me
aware of the words Joseph
had spoken to his brothers,
who sold him as a slave into
Egypt. "Ye thought evil
against me; but God meant
it unto good" (Gen. 50:20).
I thought about the way I
had let the season deoress
me. Perhaps God was
showing me I should try to
see Jesus in all those things
that had upset me, even
those with pagan origins.
A candy cane-the
shape of a shepherd's
crook-reminds us of Jesus,
the Good Shepherd. "I am
the good shepherd, and
know my sheep, and am
known of mine" (John
10:14). As the white color
of the cane symbolizes the
purity of Jesus, let the red
stripes help us remember
the blood of His sacrifice.
"With his stripes we are
hea led "  ( I sa .53 :5 ) .
Christmas lights bring
to mind the words of Jesus.
"I am the light of the world:
he that followeth me shall not
walk in darkness, but shall
have the light of life" (John
8:12). As we receive this
light from Him, we are
commissioned to share it
with others, "Ye are the light
of the world" (Matt. 5:14).
Holly, with its prickly
thorns and bright red berries,
is a vivid reminder of the
crown of thorns our Saviour
wore, with drops of His
blood where the red berries
grow. Focus your thoughts
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redemption for us" (Heb.
9:11-12).
What about the Christ-
mas tree? The prophetic
words of Hosea 14:8 an-
swer. "I am like a green fir
tree. From me is thy fruit
found." The verse had been
there for centuries, but it
seemed absolutely new as I
read it over again.
While rejoicing in my
newfound treasure, I
thought of the song, "O
Christmas tree. O Christ-
mas tree, how lovely are
thy branches." Hosea 14:8
began to blend with this old
tune, resulting in new
words: "O Christmas tree,
O Christmas tree, remind
us of God's promise. O
Christmas tree, O Christ-
mas tree, remind us of
God's promise. For He is
like a green fir tree, yield-
ing fruit all year to thee. O
Christmas tree, O Christ-
mas tree, His mercies
never fail us."
In the heart of the believer,
Christmas doesn't have to be
commercial. God used these
symbols to replace my angry
negative feelings with joy.
He turned into good what I felt
was meant for evil.
I Marjorie Gordon
on one of the crowns He
has promised His followers.
"When the chief Shepherd
shall appear, ye shall receive
a crown of glory that fadeth
not away" (1 Peter 5:4).
Do not let Christmas
gifts obscure Jesus, the
best of all gifts. Giving can
be a reminder of God's un-
selfish gift to mankind. While
wrapping each individual
gift, pray that the receiver
will be led to a deeper rela-
tionship with Jesus.
The Christmas wreath
of evergreens could represent
eternal life that is ours in
Christ Jesus. From ancient
times a wreath has always
symbolized a glorious victory.
What could be more victori-
ous than Christ's defeat of
Satan. sin. and death?
The Christmas star is
perhaps the purest object in
all our Christmas symbolism,
coming directly from the
Christmas story. "Where is
he that is born King of the
Jews? For we have seen his
star in the east, and are
come to worship him"
(Matt. 2:2). They came not
just to alsil Him, but to
worship Him. Think beyond
this shining star of Bethlehem
to the words of Revelation
22:16, "I Jesus . . . am the
root and the offspring of
David, and the bright and
morning star."
When you hear Christ-
mas bells, consider the
psaimist's admonition to
make a joyful noise unto the
lnrd. One beautiful picture
given in Scripture is the
elaborate pattern for the
priest's robe. Many golden
bells were to be sewn around
the hem so the priest could be
heard as he ministered for the
people in the Holy of Holies.
Christmas bells could remind
us of Christ, our High Priest.
"But Christ being come an
high priest. . . entered in
once into the holy place,
having obtained eternal
The Secret of
Snootbaum
Thirty-five years ago two
children stood arguing loudly
at the back of Woolworth's
dime store. I was one of
them. My brother John and
I were on a Christmas
shopping expedition, and I
was firmly convinced that I
knew exactly what kind of
gift would please our mother.
We were in front of the
rack filled with hideous
plaster of Paris poodle dogs
that John had decided would
be the perfect gift for
Mom. They were grotesque.
Each stood about two feet
tall and came in a variety of
colors: shocking pink, bril-
liant blue, and flashy yellow.
John had his heart set on a
blue one.
"I 'm going to buy Mom
one of those for Christ-
mas," he said. "She'll love
it because I do."
He walked out of the
dime store proudly carrying
the most hideous gift of all
time-at least in my eyes. I
was certain Mom would
make fun of his choice,
certain that the poodle was
an awful present, and cer-
tain that John had made a
fool of himself this time.
I don't remember what I
bought for mother that
year; no one does. I 'm sure
it was something sensible
and practical. But everyone
remembers that was the
Christmas Snootbaum came
to live at our house.
I remember the smile of
delight on Mom's face when
she unwrapped that ugly
blue dog. I can still hear
her telling John that it was
exactly what she wanted for
Christmas, and Dad chuck-
ling and saying, "John sure
has a knack for giving
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Personally, I did not
understand it. No matter
how you looked at that dog,
he was ugly. Yet he was
given a name, "Snootbaum,"
and for years occupied
a place of honor on the
hearth of our fireplace.
Snootbaum stood there
in all his glory, providing a
discordant note in our taste-
fully decorated living room.
When he was finally kicked
over and broken into a
hundred pieces many years
later, I was relieved, but
mother was sad. She had
loved that old plaster of
Paris dog. But why she did
was still a mystery to me.
Twenty-five years later I
understood. My daughter
Laura was 7 at the time-a
little girl who loved animals
passionately. She played
with sheep, cows, goats,
pigs, and horses-all of the
plastic variety. A large bag
of plastic animals could
occupy her for hours as she
sat on the floor pushing
them this way and that,
weaving stories about them.
That year she shopped
for Christmas presents with
her dad. Wisely, he refrained
from making too many sug-
gestions and allowed her to
choose what she thought
best. A six-inch statue of
two pigs hugging each other
caught her eye. They stand
on my bookcase today, grin-
ning foolishly at each other.
forever frozen in a piggy
embrace. One's snout rs
cuddled on top of the
other's, and their hooves
are tucked cozily under
their chins. A slogan on the
base of the statue reads,
'Ain't love grand?"
Indeed it is, Iaura.
Indeed it is. When I look at
that small statue now, I do
not see two silly pigs. I see
a little girl who went shop-
ping with her heart. She is
now a young woman who
still loves animals, but who
now gives much more
"sensible" gifts to her
mother. The pig statue be-
comes more precious to me
as the years go by because
when I look at it, I remem-
ber a small child who is no
more-a little girl who gave
from her heart a gift that
was really her. And I can
hear a little boy saying,
"Mom will love it because I
do."
This Christmas season I
want to remember that my
gifts are more meaningful
and more precious when I
give of myself than when I
give for the lavish display to
impress. A gift of the heart
lasts in the memory. John
knew at 8 the secret of
abundant gift giving; Laura
knew at 7. It took me a
quarter of a century to
unlock the secret of
Snootbaum. But finally I
understood.
I Carol Pirtle
But Lady,
Rich!You're
Two Sundays before
Christmas, my daughter and
I were on our way to
church. As we stopped for a
red light, a little scruffy-
faced beggar boy pushed an
empty beer can through the
open window of our car and
said, "Would you give me
some money for Christmas?"
Having lived for many
years in Brazil, I found this
common practice of begging
to be more a source ol
irritation than a stimulus to
give "just because it is
Christmas." Unconcerned, I
said, "l 'm in a hurry and
don't have time to get to
my purse right now."
He turned tus big dark eyes
toward me and said plainly,
"But lady, you're rich!"
His words caused me to
reach for my purse, and
before I really knew what I
was doing, I had put some
money in his can. Although
this matter-of-fact statement
sounded straightforward to
the boy, it set loose a
torrent of emotions inside
of me.
On that sultry Sunday
morning, I did not feel rich
as the world counts riches.
In fact, I was fully aware of
many reasons for feeling poor.
A veteran missionary, I
was missing my 18-year-old,
who was going to college
thousands of miles away in
the United States. In a few
days he would be out of
school for Christmas vaca-
tion. I longed to bring him
home, but we did not have
the money for his plane
fare. No, I didn't feel like a
rich lady.
In another American
city, my 22-year-oid single
daughter would soon be
putting on her white uni-
form for another backbreak-
ing day at the nursing home
where she earned minrmum
wage as a nurse's assistant.
She would give baths and
perform other tasks thought
to be undesirable for young
women her age. She loves
her work, but in the
world's eyes it is certainly
no job for a rich kid!
My mother in yet another
state, would watch church
programs on television from
her nursing home bed. If I
were a rich lady, I thought,
I would bring my mother to
Brazil and keep her in my
own house with a nurse to
h p i n  n r r p  f n r  h e r
Other "poor" negative
thoughts flooded my mind,
like l0-year-old living room
drapes that had to be
washed with care so they
would not come apart, and
furniture bought 22 years
ago. These were certainly
not the furnishings of a rich
lady's home, I reasoned.
As we drove on, my
thoughts came back to the
beggar boy's comment.
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What did he see that I was
bli',ded to? I tried to look at
myself through his eyes.
I saw a plump, well-
dressed lady driving a car
with a lovely teenage girl by
her side. Obviously, these
ladies had not slept on the
street as he had. Nor had
they searched through trash
cans for their breakfast. A
glance showed that they had
not missed many meals, if
even one!
Their clothes looked
new, and fit them-not like
his tattered shirt without
buttons. They wore shoes.
His bare feet burned as he
stood on the hot asphalt.
The ladies smelled like
soap, clean hot water, and
perfume. He smelled like
kerosene, straw, and sweat.
Every day he waited in
line with his bucket at the
community water spigot
with other children and
women from the slum.
These street women, like
his mother, tried to impress
each other with their
stories and foul language.
Sometimes his mother
was fortunate and worked in
the homes of rich ladies like
the ones in the car. Shc
washed and ironed their
clothes all day long. His
clothes, however, were
always dirty. Men came and
went at his house, but none
of them were his father. He
didn't know his father.
Did this pretty girl have
a father? He did not know
that her father would
preach that day, teaching
that God is love and that
Jesus said, "Suffer the little
children to come unto me,
and forbid them not."
This little beggar with
his extended beer can did
not  know the t ruth of  h is
own words. He had no idea
of just how rich this lady
was. In two weeks her
house would have a beauti-
ful green Christmas tree,
glowing candles on the
piano, and carols playing
from a stereo.
At his house, one dreary
day followed another. The
only Christmas he knew
was standing on a dusty
street corner holding an
empty beer can and hoping
for enough cruzados to buy
a fried meat pie for his
hungry stomach. In the
slum where he lived,
Christmas brought more
than the usual number of
fights, knifings, and even
murders.
He did not really know
the meaning of this thing
called "Christmas." He
only knew that it was a
good time of year to beg
and persuade rich ladies to
give.
I saw myself through his
eyes that morning and laid
down the heavy load of self-
pity I had been carrying. I
had heard the voice of Jesus
in the Portuguese language
of the young, dark-eyed
beggar. Jesus had reminded
me, "Lady, you are richt"
I Joan Rohr
In Playful
Support
Do you remember when
dragons used to fly? When
clouds painted pictures in
the sky? When every day
the world gave something
new? And the smallest wish
could make your dreams
come true?
W e l l  . . . d o y o u r e m e m -
ber . . . when life was so
simple, and you were so
naive? Just for a moment,
reconnect with the little child
that lies just below your
"polished" exterior. What
made you laugh? Cry? What
were your dreams? I can
remember my days as a
' 'professional' ' singer (age 3).
I would don my red-and-
white, floor-length night-
gown, and position myself
carefully on our fireplace
hearth. With hairbrush rn
hand, I would sing-very
k-'udly 't i l  both my audience
and I were quite exhausted.
As I grew older (age 7), I
moved from the stage (or
hearth) to television perfor-
mance. Refrigerator and
freezer commercials were
my favorite! I can still recall
my dad buying several after
each "production."
What effect has such
play had upon my develop-
ment? I am not a profes-
sional singer (although my
family informs me that I still
sing quite loudly). I did not
make the "big break" into
television. (l did, however,
break one of our freezers!)
Evidently, the develop-
mental impact did not come
in the particular endeavor
or fascination. My parents
encouraged and applauded
my efforts, and in that
"playful support" made an
indelible impact on me.
To say that play is as
basic to a child's total
development as making him
eat his green beans, take
baths, and go to bed by
9:00 is by no means an ex-
aggeration. Play involves the
development of growing
bodies, as a child discovers
his physical talents and abili-
ties and learns muscle con-
trol and coordination. Play
also involves the mind and
emotions. A child is able to
play out his feelings and
thoughts, often recreating
real-l i fe experiences. Trying
on ne\ / roles helps enlarge
his world and his under-
standing of it. Have you
ever watched your children
play school? Or perhaps pre-
tend they are doctors? Or
choir directors? By its very
nature, play is educational.
As we at the Christure
Wyrtzen Ministry watched
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our children play, we real-
ized we were missing an
opportunity to teach them
biblical principles through
their toys and other enter-
tainment. Expecting them
to sit down and learn their
Bible verses from index
cards seemed unrealistic,
after they had been ex-
posed to the excitement of
"Sesame Street." Realizing
the value of children's play-
time, we studied the varrous
tools that make their enter-
tainment fun, and we com-
mit ted ourselves to the lask
of incorporating as many as
possible within "Critter
County." Soon, Sydney the
squirrel, l.ester the l ion,
and Grandmother Mouse
began to "function" and
"play" in a fantasyland that
r;ould depict real-life situa-
tions and personalit ies. Chil-
clren are able to learn Scrip-
ture easily through rhyme and
song, and the "critters"
present biblical standards in
interesting and exciting ways.
In addition to such
products, what kinds of
activities can parents use t<r
encourage positive play?
Find creative alterna-
tives to television view-
ing. Children easily become
"entranced" by the televi-
sion, but they instantly be-
come spectators rather than
participants. Since play rs
active rather than passive,
televisi<-rn discourages play.
Some believe the only solu-
tion is to pull the plug, and
deny its existence. Others
have turned the tube into a
full-time baby-sitter. Essen-
tially, both are extremes.
There is a balance. Along
with our children, we must
strive to become selective
viewers. Clearly, the
responsibility for the
quantity and quality of TV
viewing must begin with
adults, and the objective
must be to encourage
c:reative play for children.
Don't be afraid to
join in the fun. One of
the cherished pleasures of
being with a child is the
freedom to be playful. We
can indulge in sheer silli-
ness and participate with
complete abandon. A man
need not be a professional
baseball player to impress
his son with his batting
average. One mother regu-
larly has a tea party with
her 7-year-old, and all of
her "stuffed" friends.
Dur ing these specia l  t imes,
the mother thoroughly
enjoys reliving her own
pleasant childhood
memories while making
sonle new ones lor her
daughter! Play can be
greatly encouraged through
your participation.
Be sure to provide
materials that en-
courage play. Toys are the
tools that kids use for their
play-making. This cannot be
taken lightly. Does the toy
encourage the child to use
his imagination, his creativity?
Is it a wholesome toy?
Play is not merely an
extra to be added when
time permits. It should be a
basic ingredient in a child's
day. We make sure they
take their naps, brush their
teeth, and eat their "veg-
gies." Are we equally con-
cerned that they develop
their minds and bodies2
Children are valuable.
Their worth should be nur-
tured, their endowments
enhanced. This Christmas
as you carefully choose your
child's gifts, keep in mind
his need for educational,
creative, and morally sclund
playthings, whether they be
toys, games, cassettes, or
books. And remember that
the greatest gifts you can
offer are your time, love,
and attention.
ffi Shawna Heisler
with Paula Bussard
nd, lo, the angel of the lard
came upon them, and the glory
of the Lord shone rwnd about
them: and thE were sone
afraid. And the angel said unto thmt,
Fur rct: for, behold, I brhs you good
Miws of great jay, which slwU be to all
ieople. For unto W is hom this fuy in
the city of Dadd a Saui.oun which is
Christ he Lord. And this shaU be a sign
unto Wu; lh shall find the babe wrapfod
in swffiling clothes, lyrng in a mangen
And suddenU tlure was with the angel a
multitude of the huaen$ lwst traising
Cod, and saymg, Glory to fud in the
highest and on earth peace, gpod wiW
toward men,
-kke 2:9-M
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Family
Bookshelf
All Paths Lead to
Bethlehem by Patricia and
Fredrick McKissack. You
can almost smell the cin-
namon cookies baking and
feel the cold. clear. clean
snow as you read All Paths
Izad to Bethlehem to your
children. The McKissacks
enlighten children's imagina-
tions as they describe how
children of different coun-
tries celebrate Christmas.
This book is simply
written, yet composed in
such a way that even a little
3-year-old's eyes light up as
she listens. The story of
Jesus' birth is given new
meaning by the customs of
Christians in many
countries-Ireland, Ghana,
Germany, Mexico. . .
Children learn that no
matter where you are in the
world on Christmas Eve, all
paths lead to Bethlehem!
Your child will be
delighted and amused by
the creative illustrations and
Christmas-gift exchange,
she is terribly upset. But
her mother explains that
Trudy's family barely has
money to buy groceries and
that the present she
receives at the Christmas
party may be her only gift.
Jenny has a change of
heart and chooses a very,
very special gift for Trudy.
Some unexpected things
occur during the school
party and some very
"grown-up" decisions are
made by a caring little girl.
The spirit of Christmas is
truly displayed.
Written for elementary-
age children, this book is
one of four in the colorful
"Jenny and Josh" series,
designed to teach Christian
principles. Other titles
include Me First, A Secret
Birthday Gift, and A Super
Friend. My only complaint
is that the pages are not
numbered. (Standard
Publishing Company, 1987,
32 pp., $4.95)
I Cindy B. Gunter
Youngsters will be excited
to hear this Christmas tory
in poetic form. It explains
that although sights and
smells and parties and
presents are a big part of
our Christmas celebration,
most importantly "Christ-
mas is love, God's love for
Me. Christmas is Jesus,
And His birthday you see."
Children will love the cute
illustrations as well as the
story. (Standard Publishing
Company, 7987, 24 pp., $1.59)
n',r CBG
Newly released
Christmas albums to
enhance your holiday
festivities and lift your
spirit.
Steve Green's Joy to the
Woild ts wonderful as he
sings a variety of Christmas
songs in h is  dynamic s ly le.
On the jacket, Steve has
this to say: "The focus of
the Christmas season is the
coming of Emmanuel-God
with us. 'Mild He lays His
glory by, born that man no
more may die. Born to
raise the sons of earth,
born to give them second
birth.' Now that is the
reason to celebrate and
worship! Our world still
needs to hear the Good
News-the Savior has
come." From his heart,
Steve bears the Christmas
message in song. (The
Sparrow Corporation, $9.98
record or cassette, $14.98
compact disc)
Dauid T. Clydesdale
Presents Impressions of
Christmas is a very pleasant
instrumental collection of
traditional Christmas music.
Some of the arrangements
are a little different from the
familiar tunes, but not
so much that they are
unrecognizable.
Clydesdale is known for
his orchestrations and
arrangements on award-
winning recordings of Steve
Green, Sandi Patti, I-arnelle
Harris, and others, as well
as his church musicals
including "We Shall Behold
Him" and "How Great
Thou Art." This Christmas
production is one more of
his great works for the
world to enjoy. (The
Sparrow Corporation,
$7.98 cassette)
Maranathal for Kids has
released a jewel. Krds'
Chistmas Sing-a-long is
filled with 26 Christmas
songs. Most are old tradi-
tionals, some are newer, all
bring back warm memories
of Christmases past. Sung
by The Maranatha! Kids,
this production will appeal
to young and old alike.
(Maranathal Music, $7.48
record, $7.48 cassette)
ffi CBG
original approach lo tell ing
the Christmas story. This
book is an excellent tool to
get preschool or
elementary-age children to
ask more about why baby
Jesus came to earth, as you
educate them about the
Christmas celebration.
(Augsburg Publishing
House, 1987,32 pp., $4.95)
H Melanie J. Lockard
The Christian Family
Christmas Book edited by
Ron and Lyn Klug. Refresh-
ing, heartwarming, inspira-
tional, and educational
describes this collection of
Christmas stories, poems,
prayers, and songs. The
Klugs have done an excel-
lent job of compiling this
Christmas book for Chris-
tian families-a fun book
that provides enjoyable
reading at family gatherings
as well as for children's
bedtime. (Augsburg Pub-
lishing House, 1987,
128 pp., $11.95)
ru CBG
The Best Christmas
Ever by Dandi Daley
Knorr, illustrated by Gwen
Connelly. What a touching
storyl My daughter was
captivated as she followed
Jenny through the events
leading to The Best
Christmas Euer
When 6-year-old Jenny
draws Trudy's name for a
C h r i s t m a s I s . . .  b v
Sue Turner Hayes, il-
lustrated bv Kathrvn Hutton.
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\Witness the incredible disappearing act
of the chameleon, one of nature's amaz-
ing magicians. Visit a miniature city ruled
by a giant queen. Then take an imaginary
journey to a galaxy more than a million
light years away
With Moody Videos, you can bring
the magic, mystefy, and adventure of
Gods universe into your family room.
These all-time Moody favorites will help
you nurture your childrens faith while
teaching them about the wonders of
creation. And they'll provide an imagina-
tive way for you to share the gospel
with your friends.
Look for Moody Childrens Adven-
tures, designed for children in primary
grades through junior high, and Moody
Science Classics, for older children and
adults, At your favorite bookstore. Or call
tollfree 1-800-621-7105 (in IL, callcollect
312-329 -4166) for our free catalog and a
listing of local dealers. And introduce
your family to a whole new world.
Miracle continued from page 21
Millicent, "goes to a woman who gave
of herself when she had little else to grve.
Her children are a testimony of her de-
votion to them and to God. This year's
winner," she smiled gently, "is Ida
Hoskins."
The audience gasped and turned
to stare at Ida. "I can't go up there,"
she whispered to Tommy. "I simply
can't."
"I'll go with you," Tommy volun-
teered, clasping his mother's hand and
leading her to the small platform. The ap-
plause of the crowd embarrassed I a fur-
ther,  and she retreated behind
Tommy and Millicent as her cheeks
reddened.
"Won't you say a word or two?"
asked Millicent.
"lcan'|," whispered Ida. "Son, you
say something for me."
Tommy stepped out and faced the
crowd. "IJm, my mama's a little shy,"
he began. "I know she's grateful that
you fine people think a lot of her.
She's a good mama, a fine Christian,
and. . . well. . . she's just an excellent
woman." The crowd laughed as Tommy
grinned and thrust his hands into his
pockets.
"But I know she'd want me to tell
you that Christmas means more to her
than any time of the year. 'Love brings
miracles,' she always says, and the
greatest love brought the greatest miracle
at Christmastime when Christ came to
us. "
Suddenly the crowd rippled and parted
to let a latecomer through. Tommy's
eyes widened as he saw his father, sober
and neatly dressed in the new overcoat,
approach the platform.
A brokenhearted Robert Hoskins
softly said, "Son, I was wrong, and I ask
you to forgive me."
With tear-filled eyes he looked to his
wife. "Ida, I've wronged you, and I beg
your forgiveness. And folks," he said,
turning around to face his neighbors,
"I've been ignoring you and fighting
many of you for months. It's time to
quit. I know now that I need to be for-
given by all of you and by God."
Robert turned to the astonished
Reverend Beadle. "Pastor, if it's all
right, I'd like to use this place here to
ask Christ to be my Saviour."
"It certainly is," answered the
preacher.
Before all of the townspeople of
Melody, Massachusetts,  Robert
Hoskins was gloriously saved. A fam-
ily was reunited, a lost love was re-
kindled, and an entire town learned
that nothing is too hard for the power
of God.
"Mr. Penniworth, what do you think
of that?" asked Priscilla Penniworth, as-
tounded at the turn of events.
Mr. Penniworth only shrugged and
pulled out his handkerchief. "Kerchoo!"
he replied.
"Love brings miracles," my great-
grandmother Ida Hoskins used to say.
I smiled at the thought of an old
storekeeper with wisdom, compassion,
and a knack for fishing packages out of
wells. And looking at my grandchildren,
I thought, Loue still brings miracles
Itoday.
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THE HOLY BIBLE
The Perfect Book. I wondered how
the world began, so I read the Bible and
discovered that God created the heaven
and the earth. The earth wasn't like it
is now; it was dark and had no shape at
all. God brought light, separated the land
from the water, formed mountains and
valleys, then planted grass and trees to
make the land beautiful. He put fish in
the water, animals on land, and birds in
the air. Then He made man in His own
image to enjoy the lovely garden He had
created. The Bible tells the secret of
beginnings.
I wondered what life was like thou-
sands of years ago. Who were the people
living then and what did they do? From
the Bible I learned that Abraham ieft his
home to follow God's leading to a strange
place; Moses led the children of Israel
through the Red Sea; and David played
his harp as he tended sheep. I learned
how the judges, the kings, and the
prophets made history. The Bible is a
record of what happened in the past.
I heard about the change in the way
time was measured and wondered what
it meant. I found out that angels and wise
men and a Baby fulfilled the Old Testa-
ment and brought in the New Testament.
Jesus was human like me, but He was
also the Son of God. He healed the sick,
calmed the raging sea, and taught that
God is love. He died to save lost souls
from sin, but was raised from the dead
and returned to heaven. The Bible is a
story of the life of Jesus.
I wondered if the story ofJesus had
real meaning for me. Did He die for my
sins too? My Bible said, "For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only be-
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlast-
ing life" (John 3:16). I learned that I
should repent of sin, be baptized, and let
the Holy Spirit guide my life. I found sal-
vation through the Bible.
I wanted to know more about God
and how to live the Christian life. From
the letters of Paul I learned to hold fast
to the faith, to put on the whole armor
of God, and to be filled with the joy of
the [,ord. James said to do good works.
Peter said to grow in grace. John said to
love one another. The Bible tells me
everything I need to know to get to
heaven. The Bible is the oerfect book!
Esther M. Bailey
Satants NewAge Plan...
In the pages of this revealing new book,
the secret "Plan" of the New Age Movement is
exposed for the first time in startling detail. Bas-
ing the book on an in-depth investigation of the
Movement, author Texe Marrs includes over 600
actual quotes from New Age leaders which unveil
their "Plan" for establishing a New Age Messiah
to lead a One-World Religion and a globalgov-
ernment. As part of the "Plan," the Movement
intends to wage a total spiritual war against
Christian believers. Their ultimate goal? To
eliminate very vestige of Christianity.
A sobering expos6 of the alarming New Age
Movement with an urgent message for every
believing Christian.
#/rrossw^Y Boor6
A  D I V I S I O N  O F  G O O D  N E W S  P I J B L I S H E R S
WESTC HESTER. ILLI\ IOIS 601 53
$8.95 nt vorr Christim bookstore. (For mail orders wite to
Crossway Books. Add $1.00 for postage and handling.)
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Broken families. Divided churches,
Rampant abortion. Teenage rebellion.
They're chipping away at the founda-
tions of our society. And changing the
future for our children.
To take on today s tough issues,
you need the best Christian coaching
you can get. That's why Moody
create d the Contemporary Issues Series,
to strengthen families and churches in
the face of some strong opposition.
You'll hear from resDected leaders
IikeJohn MacArthur and Chuck Colson.
On topics ranging from adultery to
abortion. Moody s Contemporary
Issues will challenge your mind-and
move you to action.
Look for the Moody Contemporary
Issues Series at your favorite bookstore.
Or call toll free l-800-621-7105 (in IL,
call collect 312-329-4166)for ou free
cataloganda listing of local dealers.
And prepare your family to face a
changing world. Vith lasting answers.
MoodyVideos
PRECIOUS MOMENTS
FAMILY EDITION
BIBLE
The Precious Moments Family Bible
will be cherished by future gener-
ations as a family heirloom. Full-color
reproductions of Sam Butcher's artwork
highlight Old and New Testament Bible
story sections. Young marrieds will ap-
preciate the special family features of
certificate of marriage, family tree,
"Precious Moments from Our Wedding
Day," "Our Family," "Our Children and
Grandchildren," special times together,
church record membership, and a record
of deaths in the family.
This edition includes center-column
references so that you can cross-
reference Scripture texts; explanatory
notes; and literal, alternate, and equiva-
lent translations o[ meaning.
Of particular help to families is the
section on establishing family devotions.
It offers suggestions for you to receive
the most from your family worship time.
A list of recommended Scripture read-
ings and a systematic division for read-
ing the Bible through in a year arc
provided as guides.
Bible students will appreciate the in-
clusion of the harmony of the gospels
telling the date, event, and location of
happenings recorded in all four gospels.
New and struggling Christians will be en-
couraged by "The Christian's Guide to
the New Life." It gives a broad overview
of knowing God's Word, understanding
God's being, beginning and growing in
the Christian life, facing problems, and
recognizing God's institutions of the
family, government, Israel, and the
church.
Other features include people and
places of the Bible, a concordance, and
words of Christ in red. The New King
James Version offers easier-to-understand
language. The white, bonded leather
cover is padded, and the pages are edged
with gilded gold. It comes gift-boxed
for convenient gift giving. Precious
Moments collectors and noncollectors
alike will appreciate this precious
family Bible. (Thomas Nelson Pub-
l ishers, 1987, 1,016 pp.,  $49.95)
Martha Harper
NELSON DESIGNER SERIES
SHOULDER STRAP
REFERENCE BIBLE
What a fantastic idea for a gift-at
Christmas or anytime! I wish this had
been available when my daughter was a
baby and I never seemed to have enough
hands to carry everything.
Don't let the word "designer" fool
you-this is a very practical King James
Version edition of the Bible, with a
removable shoulder strap to free your
hands for babies, packages, luggage, and
a hundred other things in this busy "on-
the-go" age. Features include center-
column references, words of Christ in
red, concordance, pencil/pen holder, flap
with magnetic losure, gilded-gold page
edges, and many others too numerous to
mention.
Available in rich burgundy or taupe,
bonded leather in a deluxe gift box, this
would be a beautiful and functional gift
for mothers, Sunday school teachers,
travelers, and anyone who wants to con-
veniently carry her Bible wherever she
goes. I'm sure hoping to find one under
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my l.:ree Christmas morning! (Thomas
Nelson Publishers, 1982 1,520 pp.,
$39.95) Connie Schofer
JESUS AND ME KID'S CLUB BIBLE
The Jesus and Me Kid's Club Bible
is an exciting new edition for children.
Available in the New KingJames version
and filled with colorful illustrations, this
Bible provides easier reading and under-
standing for little ones, preschool
through third grade. It contains a32-page
dictionary-concordance and a 32-page
section that tells what the Bible is and
how it came to be, lists great Bible
stories and where to find them as well
as stories about Jesus and what life was
like in Bible times, and includes a Bible
time chart. The words of Jesus are in
red.
Enclosed in each Bible is a member-
ship card to the Jesus and Me Kid's
Club-a worldwide club that encourages
the study of Jesus' life. (Thomas Nelson
Publishers; 1987; illustrated hardcover,
$10.95; blue, burgandy, or white leather-
flex, $12.95) Cindy B. Gunter
READER'S COMPANION BIBLE
A Reader's Companion Bible has
been produced for ages 9-14. This edi-
tion is similar to the Jesus and Me Blble
with stories and lessons, but includes ex-
tras such as full-color charts, graphs,
photos, and maps that help expand kids'
understanding of the Bible. (Thomas
Nelson Publishen; 1987; white, burgandy,
or black leatherflex, $9.95; with zipper
closure, $12.95) CBG
MAIN REVIEW
KINGDOMS IN CONFLICT
by Charles Colson
Charles Colson has written a fascinat-
ing and thought-provoking book about a
most relevant topic-the Christian's
proper role in politics. After deftly
sketching in a theological framework, he
devotes the bulk of the volume to case
studies drawn primarily from the modern
world. Some are standard fare; Wilber-
force urged on by the Holy Spirit and
John Wesley to fight the slave trade in
Parliament. Some are personal anecdotes
drawn from Colson's White House
years and his prison ministry work
around the world. But the strength and
interest of this study lies in a third group
of examples involving incidents and peo-
ple not usually cited by so-called popular
Christian authors.
Four examples will suffice to show
the type of illustrations he develops and
some of the guidelines he feels should
direct the Christian citizen. For instance,
Colson uses pre-World War II Europe to
illustrate two common mistakes made by
many Christians and their churches. In
Germany the churches tended to ignore
the criminal activities of Hitler and the
Third Reich. Many believed in total sepa-
ration of church and state, while others
allowed themselves to identify German
patriotism with the obligations of the
gospel. England saw the other horn of
the dilemma. Here several devout reli-
gious laymen allowed their religious
ideals to interfere with their obligations
as political leaders. Chamberlain's
Unitarian background and the Clivedon
sect's Christian Science beliefs seriously
delayed British rearmament. Both, based
on a theology of the nonexistence of evil,
failed to appreciate the demonic nature
of Hitler and his plans of world conquest.
Even more fascinating are two of Col-
son's examples of the effective role of
church and Christian. He gives the Roman
Catholic Church of Poland very high
marks for its activities since the Com-
munist takeover alter 1945. Priests and
laymen, like the leaders of Solidarity,
served as the salt and light of that society
and government. Colson is also im-
pressed by the recent events in the
Philippines. Benigno Aquino became a
Christian while a political prisoner of
President Marcos. He converted his
wife, Cory and resolved to devote his life
to bringing salt and light to his people.
After Aquino's death while trying to
achieve that mission, Cory took up the
calland politica.lly challenged Marcos. She
received help from Cardinal Sin, the arch-
bishop of Manila. However, Colson feels
that Sin went too far. The church must
denounce vil and injustice, but it should
not become the backer of any political
faction or party, even a Christian one.
Finally Colson devotes a significant
portion of the volume to case studies of
what can be done by church and Chris-
tian at the community level. Here he
advocates the formation of small volun-
tary associations to bring salt and light
to their own neighbors. As examples he
cites Jerry Falwell's Liberty Godparent
Home, MADD (Mothers Against Drunk
Driving), and prison ministries of which
he has become aware.
If, as I am inclined to believe, Colson
is correct about small voluntary associa-
tions being the heart of effective Chris-
tian witnessing, and if Tocqueville is
correct about small voluntary associa-
tions being the vital core of American
democracy, the job of the Christian
citizen is plain and simple: organize, join,
and witness. (Zondervan, 1987, 400 pp.,
$15.95) Homer H. Blass
An excerpt from
KINGDOMS IN CONFLICT
Those who fear the encroachment
of religion in public life can breathe
easily. Neither politicized civil religion
nor privatized religion is likely to im-
pose itself on our governmental or
social institutions, for in either case
there is nothing to impose. The one
holds the gospel hostage to a particular
political agenda while the other is so
private it refuses to have any impact
on daily life in the public arena. Thus
is the divided church impotent to
reverse the tides of secularism.
"Collaboration with power, whether
Communist or not, is always ruinous for
the church. If the church exists, if it is
to have legitimacy in the eyes of the
people, it must always stand erect as
a counter-power to political power."
The mark of true Christian patri-
otism at work in the kingdoms of man
can be found not in frenzied flag-
waving, but in service to those in need.
Loving God means keeping His Com-
mandments, feeding the hungry, help-
ing the sick, opposing injustice. And
when the Christian does so, the
results benefit not only those directly
aided. but societv as a whole.
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Christianity
ls Not a
Spectator
by George Sweet
For millions of Christians
who attend Bible-believing
churches across America
this simple message is
much needed. Many of our
churches are suffering from
a lack of involvement among
their memberships. As a
result, outreach, ministry,
and impact upon their com-
munities are restricted.
How many discouraged pas-
tors have spent their days
lamenting that "no one will
get involved" and that "my
people just don't care."
The simple truth is this: If
our churches are going to
be successful in carrying
out the Great Commission,
we must lead our people to
leave the "Sunday-Morning-
Sit-Down Syndrome" and be-
come active, vital laborers
within our fellowships.
According to Ephesians
4:I2 the number-one min-
istry priority for Bible-
believing pastors is to en-
courage, train, and involve
every church member in
the work of the ministry.
On paper this appears to be
a very simple concept. But
practically speaking, it is the
greatest challenge of the
ministry. At Atlantic Shores
Baptist Church we have dis-
covered several keys to ac-
complishing this goal among
our growing membership. If
our people are going to be
active and serving, we have
found that they must be:
In. This simply means
that those who attend our
churches are not only saved
and baptized, but also mem-
bers. ln this day of "church
floaters" and "non-commit-
ment" I believe church
membership is very impor-
tant. We go to great lengths to
stress to each member candi-
date that membership is not
something to be taken lightly.
Also, one Sunday night each
month all new-member can-
didates are presented to our
church family for a special
welcome and public chal-
lenge of faithfulness and
active service.
Inspired. At many
churches the cry at invita-
tion time on Sunday morn-
ings is not "What shall we
do?" but "Where shall we
eat?" Our duty as pastors
is to inspire our people to
service! Our services should
be exciting, our preaching
exhortative, and our music
spiritually stimulating. This
spiritually charged at-
mosphere should make our
people feel uncomfortable if
they are not involved in some
type of service.
Influenced. Statistics
tell us that if a new member
of a local church does not
make several new friends
within the first year at that
church, he will probably
drop out. Our goal at Atlan-
tic Shores is to encourage
new relationships among
individuals and families
within our church. As our
church grows larger (nearly
1.800 members) we find that
creating smaller groups for fel-
lowship is very important.
Along with natural "cells"
such as the choir and deacons,
we have 34 adult Sundav
school ciasses as well as
numerous teens' and chil-
dren's classes. As many of
our people form new rela-
tionships through these
small groups, they become
involved together in areas of
service within their class
and the church.
Involved. We must lead
our people in understanding
that they are a uital part of
their local church. Our peo-
ple need to understand
what their gifts are, and
seek to use them. They
should also be taught that
not exercising their gifts
and abilities robs them of
blessings and limits the ef-
fective ministry of their
church. We also need to be
constantly creating new
areas of service within our
churches. Hospitality com-
mittees, Sunday school pro-
grams, parking attendants,
prayer teams, and outreach
teams are just a few areas
that create outlets for in-
volvement. I would suggest
some type of new members'
orientation each month,
with a ministry survey form
given to each new member
to help him discover his
abilities and interests.
lnvested. I personally
believe that many of our
churches are too timid
when it comes to the sub-
ject of money and giving.
Remember this, an inuolued
Christian is a giuing Chris-
tian. Jesus put it this way,
"For where your treasure
is, there will your heart be
also" (Matt. 6:21). As a
person's giving grows, very
often his involvement grows
commensurately. Steward-
ship campaigns and financial
challenges to your people
will not only bless them and
secure better offerings to
do the work of God, but
will also "weed out" those
individuals and families who
are not really committed.
Our Inrd said, "Truly,
the harvest is plenteous,
but the laborers are few."
kt's pray together for in-
creased member involve-
ment in our churches,
resulting in a greater har-
vest of souls for our I-ord!
I George Sweet is pastor
of Atlantic Shores Baptist
Church in Virginia Beach,
Virginia.
Sermon Outline
God Sent Forth His Son
Luke 4:18-19
A. To Preach the Gospel
(v. 18)
B. To Heal Broken Hearts
(v. 18)
C. To Deliver the Captives
(v. 18)
D. To Open Blind Eyes
(v. 18)
E. To Liberate the Op-
pressed (v. 18)
F. To Herald the Age of
Grace (v. 19)
Word Study
Dektos, "acceptable."
Dektos denotes a person or
thing regarded favorably
(Luke 4:19, 24; Acts 10:35;
2 Cor. 6:2: Phil. 4:18). It
signifies something excep-
tionally pleasing and to be
received heartily. "The ac-
ceptable year of the [,ord"
(Luke 4:19) is language that
does not have its roots in
the exile, but in the Jewish
year of Jubilee. This was
always the 50th year after
seven sabbatical years. On
the first day of this year the
priests went through the
land proclaiming, with trum-
pets, "liberty throughout all
the land" (l.ev. 25:8-17). It
was a time when debts
were forgiven, and property
returned to its original
owners. This time of
celebration was usuallv
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called "Yahweh's Year of
Grace." Luke 4:19 certainly
looks forward to the Age o[
Grace ushered in by Jesus
Christ at His first coming to
earth.
God's Plan
for Music
Music. A gift from God,
the Great Composer and
Songwriter, to enjoy and
use for His gkrry. Musrc
can and should funct ion in
the church for the same
reasons that we assemble
Colossians 3:16 various
musical expressions are
given as a means of  le t t ing
the "word of Christ dwell
in you richly in all wisdorn"
by teaching and admonish-
ing one another with these
songs. The musical empha-
sis throughout the Old and
New Testaments is on the
content or words of the
songs, not on the music
itself. The music ought to
support and enhance the
text, not distract from or
overpower it.
Our attention should be
directed to the Lord
through the message of the
books. They sing the same
favorite songs week after
week, year after year. They
have not discovered how
easy it is to memorize
Scripture by singing St'rip-
ture songs. Their musical
diet is limited to fast-food
hamburgers. when thel
could be feasting on
"manna of a bountiful
supply."
In the Old Testament we
have a model for the use of
music in the assembly of
God's people. This musical
ministry was the command
of God (2 Chron. 29:25).
Skillful, godly leaders were
appointed (1 Chron.
15:i6-24). Instruction and
rehearsals were given
(1 Chron. 15:22). Musicrans
were appclinted, not volun-
teers (1 Chr<tn. 25:7;
15 :16-22) . Performance s
were organized and orderly
(1 Chron. 16:37-42). Musical
instruments of many kinds
were used (1 Chron.
15:16-22, 28; 16:42: 23:5).
Choirs were robed
(1 Chron. 15:27). Hymnbooks
were used (the Book of
Psalms). Music was sched-
uled and assignments made
for each day (1 Chnrn.
16:37f0. The predominant
theme and mood of  thei r
music was joyful giving of
thanks and praise to God
(Psalms). ' lheir worship rn
song was blessed with the
glory of God filling the
temple (2 Chron. 5:13-14).
l 'heir music was a testi-
mony to their ungodly
neighbors (Neh. 12:27-43).
Their Psalms were full of
praise to God for His mercy
and mighty deeds, but also
spoke honestly of their per-
sonal struggles and feelings.
Content was both objective
and subjective in nature
(Psalms).
Think of the potentiai of
a music ministry in our
churches wi th lhe b less ing
of God upon it. We marvel
at the beauty and variety of
music today, but someday
we will experience it in all
of its original perfection and
glory in the presence of our
Saviour! In the meantime,
let us bring "glory in the
church" with our music.
I Keith Currie
Taking
Advantage of
the Housing
Allowance
When Jesus said,
"Render to Caesar the
things that are Caesar's,
and to God the things that
are God's" (Mark 12:17),
He was talking about the in-
s igni f icurrce o[  Caesar 's
claim over the lives of men
relative to that of God.
However, the passage also
implies that we err in giving
government what could be
used for ministry. Many
pastors are guilty of over-
paying their income taxes
because they do not under-
s t q n d  t h p  q r r q f e m
In 1983 the IRS ruled
that a minister could no
longer take advantage of a
valuable deduction-the
"double dip" on mortgage
interest. Prior to the ruling,
members of the clergy
could include interest orr a
home loan as part of therr
housing allowance, which
effectively excluded the sum
from taxation. They could
deduct the same funds the
second time by listing the
interest as an itemized
deduction on Schedule A of
their tax return.
The Thx Reform Act of
1986 has reversed the 1983
ruling. Once again, pastors
and evangelists will be able
to legally reduce their taxes
using this provision.
as believers-for edification
(Heb. 10:24-25), fellowship
(Gal. 6:2), exhortation
(2 Tim. 4:2), worship
(Ps.  68:26) ,  inst ruct ion
(2 Tim. 4:2) ,  ; rnd evan-
gelism (1 Chron. 16:24,31).
Music is a means to these
ends.
There are scriptural
principles in the Old and
New Testaments important
to the role of music in the
assembly of God's people.
In Paul's letters to the
churches he said that we
are to speak to one another
in psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs, singing with
grace in our hearts to the
tord (Eph. 5:19, 20). In
song. For some, music rs
usefu l  in  cre i r t ing an a l -
mosphere of worship before
lhe serv ice,  whi le  the pas-
tor is praying, or during the
final invitation. For others,
music covers the clang of
coins in the offering plate or
the shuffle of children exit-
ing to junior church. For
the Sunday morning sleepy-
heads, music keeps them
from snoring too much. Still
others believe music is the
great filler of the one-hour
service. Those who see
music in this way have not
learned or experienced its
value. They have not begun
to tap the wealth of rich
expressions in our hymn-
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An additional benefit of
the latest change is that it
is retroactive. If you could
have taken advantage of this
break, you can amend your
tax returns for the past
three years and receive a
refund for the amount of
taxes paid on your home
mortgage interest.
To take advantage of the
housing allowance for 1988,
follow these guidelines.
Get started now.
Designation of the housing
allowance must be made in
advance. Retroactive desig-
nation will not work. Evan-
gelists who are paid by
different congregations can
have each church designate
a portion crf their honorari-
um as a housing allowance.
Keep complete
records. All expenses of
purchasing and maintaining
your home are deductible.
These include not only
mortgage payments, real es-
tate taxes, and home-
owner's insurance, but
several items that are fre-
quently overlooked. The
costs of such everyday ex-
penses as ut i l i t ies.  c leaning,
repairs, maintenance, land-
scaping, appliances, and fur-
nishings all fall within the
limits of the law. For new
purchases, the amount of
the down payment, t it le in-
surance, bank and legal
fees, and other "closing
costs" are covered by the
housing allowance.
Aim high. If you spend
more than you have esti-
mated in advance, the
deductions are lost forever.
Come up with a reasonable
estimate and then increase
it by 10 to 20 percent to
cover items you may have
missed. Any unused portion
of the allowance should be
inciuded as "other income"
when you file your tax
return. The only limitation
here is that the total of the
payments, closing costs, in-
surance, repairs, and maln-
tenance cannot exceed the
fair rental value of the
home-equal to 1 percent
of the appraised value per
month.
To learn more aboul
how to reduce your taxes,
send $5 to Robert A.
Grunow Associates and ask
for their latest clergy tax
tape. The address is 2286
Augusta Drive, Spring Hill,
Florida 33526.
I Paul Barringer,
certified financial planner.
This beloved Christmas
carol is from the pen of one
of America's outstanding
preachers of the past cen-
tury, Phillips Brooks. He is
said to have won the hearts
of people with his preaching
and writing as few clergy-
men have ever done.
"O Little Town of Beth-
lehem" was written in
1868, several years after
Brooks had returned from a
trip to the Holy [,and. The
experience of spending
Christmas Eve in Beth-
lehem and worshiping in the
Church of the Nativity,
thought to be the place of
Christ's birth, made an in-
delible impression upon the
young preacher. Three
years later, while pastor at
the Holy Trinity Church,
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania.
he was searching for a new
carol for his children to sing
in their Sunday school
Christmas program. The
still vivid memory of hrs
Holy t^and visit inspired
Brooks to write this text.
Brooks gave a copy of
the newly written carol to
his organist and Sunday
school superintendent,
l,ewis H. Redner, and
asked him to compose a
simple melody that children
could sing easily. Redner
was known throughout the
Philadelphia area as a de-
voted Christian leader in
Sunday school work as well
as one deeply interested in
church music. He struggled
for a considerable time to
contrive just the right tune
for his pastor's text. On the
evening before the program
was to be given, he sud-
denly awakened from his
sleep and quickly composed
the present melody. Redner
always insisted that the
tune was a gift from
heaven. The carol was an
immediate favorite with the
children, as it has been
with children and adults
O Little Town of Bethlehem
O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting Light-
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary-And gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep Their watch
of wond'ring love.
O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the King, And peace to men on earth.
How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv'n!
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heav'n.
No ear may hear His coming, But, in this world of sin, Where
meek souls will receive Him still The dear Christ enters in.
O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in-Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, Our l,ord Emmanuel!
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around the world to the
present time. It was first
published in 1874.
I Adapted from 101 Hynn
Stoies by Kenneth Osbeck
Copyrighl 1982 by Kregel
Publications.
Sound in the
Church
In the Old Testament,
we have Solomon's example
of how to undertake a
church's physical structure.
He used the best masonry,
l imber,  and metal -work ing
available. We try to do the
same th ing today.  ut i l iz ing
the best materials available
within the budget. We ac-
cept building industry stan-
dards of cost per square
foot of structure, cost per
square yard o[ asphalt park-
ing lot, and so forth. The
only place we consistently
violate the rule is in church
sound systems, the very
vehicle for conveying God's
Word tci the congregation.
'l'hree basic categories
describe our Fundamentalist
pastors today as they at-
tempt to purchase sound
systems.
.  They want  t ( )  obta in
good sound. Due to lack of
expertise and experience,
they fall victim to vendors
of questionable ability and
intent, thereby obtaining
substandard results at un-
fortunately high prices.
. They want to obtain
good sound, and do, but at
exorbitant prices.
. They don't really
care, and subject their
members to sound quality
that would not be tolerated
in secular facilities.
There are estimates that
the amount of money wasted
since 1980 by Fundamen-
talist churches on misguided
audio purchases and over-
charges is sufficient to have
put a Bible in every home in
China. This situation seriously
questions our stewardship.
Realizing that the public's
standards for  sound qual i ty
have increased dramalically
is also important. Recent
technical advances such as
the compact disc have raised
peoplels awareness of
sound quality. Most church
members hear better sound
quality from their car stereo
systems driving to and
from church than they hear in
the church itself.
We need to understand
that the church is in competi-
t ion wi th the wor ld.  Most  v is i -
tors are prospects for sal-
vation or membership, but a
disproportionate number
of them come only once. We
strive to make the church
a pleasant and enjoyable
place to visit. We try to
have comfortable pews, air
conditioning. good lighting.
and attractive decor. High
quality sound, especially
when it enhances the musrc
port ion of  the serv ice.  is
equally important. If we can
keep visitors coming back a
few more times, we propor-
tionately increase our
chances of leading them to
Christ and discipling them.
Professional sound system
technology has exploded in
the last few years, with
products and services that can
be of great benefit to the
church, and that can be ob-
tained at a reasonable cost.
The remaining 10 articles in
this series are designed to
advise pastors of sound
system technology in the
church and to guide them
through the perils of the pro-
fessional audio marketplace.
I John Westra
For specific help with churclr
sound system questions, cali
John Wbstra at 8001222-6460.
Church News
The 45th annual
convention of National
Religious Broadcasters
is scheduled for January 30
through February 3, 1988,
at the Sheraton Washington
Hotel in Washington, DC.
Special speakers include
Billy Graham, Pat Robertson,
Chuck Swindoll, Jack Hay-
ford, and Robert Cook.
Ronald Reagan, George
Bush, and many others have
been invited to participate.
"NRB: Accountable to
God and Man-45 Years of
Service and Integrity," will
offer five full days of
p lenar ies.  workshops.  semi-
nars, music, and receptions.
For further information,
write National Religious
Broadcasters, CN 1926,
Morristown, New Jersey
17960 or call 207-428-5400.
The General Council of
Baptist Mid-Missions an-
nounces the appointment of
Gary Anderson as executive
vice president. Anderson
wi l l  serve in  th is  new posi t ion
as chief operating officer.
' 
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Gary Anderson
He is totally committed
to New 'hstament  miss ions
having served on the Bap-
tist Mid-Missions Advisory
Council. He has 12 years
pastoral experience and has
served as chairman of the
trustees of Baptist Bibie
College of Pennsylvania. His
training includes a master of
divinity from Biblical
Theological Seminary in
Hatfield, Pennsylvania, and
a bachelor of arts from Bob
Jones University.
An interesting note. The
world premiere o[ a major
new composition, the
Oratorio, Book of Reve-
lation by the American
composer [,oris Tjeknavorian.
took place in Carnegie Hall,
New York, November 15.
The Oratorio is the com-
plete setting of all 22
chapters of the Book of
Revelaticin using the
King James Version of the
Bible.
The work was per-
formed in English by a
mixed t 'hoir of 120 profes-
sionals (the New York
Choral Artists, prepared by
Joseph F-lummerfelt) and
the American Symphony
Orchestra. The orchestra
was so interested in berng
associated with the Oratorio
that the performance was
promoted in addition to
their regular subscription
series. The perfcrrmance
lasted over five hours and
was divided into two con-
certs: afternoon (chapters
l -13)  and evening (chapters
14-22) .
Loris leknavorian is an
exclusive recording artist
with RCA and a conductor
who appears regularly with
many of the world's leading
orchestras. His work has
always been strongly
influenced by his faith
and upbringing. He says
that no matter how tech-
nically he was prepared,
he could not have composed
the Oratorio-which was 10
years in planning and
composing-if he had not
been guided and inspired by
the Holy Spirit. I
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Court Cracks Down
on Pro-Life Protestors
Back row, left  to r ight: Fred Perkins, Jim Mehaff ie, Doug Sapp. Front row, left
to r ight: Ryan Mehaff ie, Kym Mehaff ie, Jordan Sapp, Pam Sapp.
im Mehaffie was driving past an
abortion clinic in his hometown of
Dayton, Ohio, when he and his
28-year-old son, David, noticed that only
one person was protesting the "killing
of unborn children."
"Dad," David said, "that shouldn't
be."
"I wholeheartedly agreed with him,"
said the elder Mehaffie.
So he and his son called their friends
and church members and asked them if
they would picket the Dayton Women's
Health Center.
"From the start," he said, "we had
40 to 60 people show up."
Picketing twice a week, for two hours
on Tuesday and Saturday mornings, the
new group of demonstrators immediately
employed a graphic artist to construct
their protest signs.
"We had one sign that read, 'Honk if
you love babies.' Well the people in the
clinic certainly didn't like that sign. The
honking reminded them that somebody
cares."
But after six months of protesting,
Mehaffie was doubting whether the
demonstrations were doing any "real"
good. "We were greatly discouraged.
My son and I didn't see any tangible
signs that we were being effective. Then
the next day after talking about this we
got a lawsuit."
A $1.5 million lawsuit.
"Praise the [nrd, I thought. We got
their attention."
The lawsuit, filed by two doctors at
the Dayton clinic, charged six of the
demonstrators (including Mehaffie and
his son) with disrupting their business.
The suit accused the demonstrators of
screaming at the patients, blocking access
to the clinic, making harassing phone
calls, and lying down in front of cars.
"We'd be crazy to lie down in front
of their cars. They [clinic persorurel] have
even tried to hit us on the sidewalk," said
Mehaffie, who also denied the other
charges.
"Immediately we started looking for
a Christian attorney, one who was will-
ing to stand with us through anything-
regardless of the cost." The Mehaffies
t tArr*entty,
the baby counts
if it's on
the picket line,
but not in the womb,"
found two attorneys-one in Dayton, the
other in Cincinnati.
'At issue here is the constitutional
right to peacefully protest," said Dayton
attorney, David Haffey. The Mehaffies
won the first legal battle. The abortion
clinic dropped its $1.5 million request for
monetary damages. It seems the abor-
tion clinic failed to post bonds in case
they damaged the defendants. Without
bonds, the monetary portion of the suit
was rendered "null and void."
But this did not affect the abortion
clinic's request o restrict the activities
of the protestors. According to the Day-
ton health clinic, the protestors were
violating the "privacy rights" of the
women going into the clinic and the clinic
employees in a number of ways. First, by
coercing awoman to keep her child, the
demonstrators were interfering with her
right to choose abortion. Second, the
"extreme verbal harassment" may in-
crease the level of anxiety within a
patient, which may complicate the abor-
tion process. Finally, the "unreasonable
intimidation of physicians" could "cause
them to refuse to perform legal
abortions."
Judge John Meagher, of the Mont-
gomery County Court of Common Pleas,
ruled in favor of the abortion clinic.
Wthout explanation, the court issued a
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permanent injunction restricting the
activities of the proJife protestors in a
dozen ways. Among them, the court
limited the picketers to the front of the
clinic and restricted their nuinber to 10.
Abortion clinic personnel are now care-
ful to monitor the number of protestors.
"They'll even come out of the clinic
and take pictures," Mehaffie said.
"They'll take pictures of our babies, try-
ing to count them as part of the 10.
Apparently, the baby counts if it's on the
picket line, but not in the womb."
The judge's order further forbids the
protestors from blocking access to the
clinic or its driveway, and forbids them
to construct a sign "urging motorists to
honk" for life. They are forbidden from
"speaking, chanting, yelling or verbally
communicating in any manner" to "the
staff or patients or volunteers" at the
clinic. The protestors are even forbidden
to park "on the west side of South Dixie
Drive within the viewing distance of the
Dayton Women's Health Center," or to
park in viewing distance of any clinic
personnel's home.
The court defined picketing as any
person "carrying protest and informa-
tional signs, passing out literature, speak-
Now the clinic averages
o o 
Wnrn'we first
started, there was
an average of
15 girls a day
going into the clinic
to get an abortion,
ing publicly, or otherwise engaged in ac-
tivity intended to inform, influence, and
persuade the public about matters of
public interest, including abortion."
The ruling is considered one of the
toughest and most restrictive rulings
against pro-life protestors in the country.
Usually such restrictive orders are
against protestors who have been arrest-
ed for criminal trespassing or committing
some type of destruction to clinic
property. But in the Dayton case, no one
has even been charged with criminal ac-
tivity against the Dayton Women's
Center, much less arrested.
"The ruling has taken away our civil
rights. The whole thing is ridiculous,"
Mehaffie said. Even the American Civil
Liberties Union has opposed parts of the
order.
Agreeing that the court has a right to
restrict the activity of the protestors at
the clinic (in order not to infringe on the
patient's right to an abortion), the ACLU
disagrees with the order prohibiting the
demonstrators from protesting outside
the homes of the physicians or clinic em-
ployees. "Here there is no direct threat
to the operation of the clinic or the health
of its patients."
The ACLU also protests the court's
order that restricts the language on the
demonstrators' igns.
'Above all else," the ACLU cited in
its legal brief, "the First Amendment
means that government has no power to
restrict expression because of its mes-
sage, its ideas, its subject matter, or its
content."
The ACLU also opposed the court's
order that the protestors not picket or
park "within viewing distance of the clin-
ic or the homes of its employees." Such
a broad restriction could prevent the
demonstrators from even parking to at-
tend a business or visit a relative within
the area surrounding the clinic or its em-
ployees' homes.
Attorneys for the Mehaffies, who
were unwilling to discuss the case pub-
licly due to certain laws and code of
etfics, are appealing the lawsuit. Mean-
while, the Mehaffies and their friends
continue to protest the clinic's abortions
every Tuesday and Saturday.
"When we first started, there was an
average of 15 girls a day going into the
clinic to get an abortion. Now the clinic
averages only 6 to 8 girls a day," Mehaffie
said.
The clinic (along with local feminist
groups) has attempted to retaliate against
the Mehaffies by protesting their pie busi-
ness in Dayton. Carrying such signs as
"Buy a pie, terrorize a woman," the pro-
abortion picketers hope to cut into the
profits of Mehaffie's Pies.
"Our business increased 30 per-
cent," Mehaffie said. "The lnrd took
care of that for us."
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United Methodists lnclude
"Mother God" Songs
in New Hymnal
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (RNS)-Pledged
to produce a hymnal that embraces as
many Methodists as possible, the United
Methodist church's controversial hymnal
committee agreed September 25 to in-
clude two songs that refer to God as
"Mother." After two days of sharp dis-
cussion the committee voted to include
"How Can We Name a [.ove" and
"Wonder of Wonders" in a proposed
hymnal that will have 625 hymns, all of
which refer to God in masculine or
genderless terms. Both of the newly
approved hymns were written by British
poet Brian Wren, who stands on the cut-
ting edge of a trend of hymnwriting that
uses feminine imagery for God.
-
USA Today Poll: People Are
Rel igious Because
' l t  Feels Good'
(RNS)-"Peace of mind" and
"spiritual well-being" are the most im-
portant things that Americans find in
their religious faith today, according to a
survey taken by the Gordon S. Black
Corporation for US4 Tbday Of the 849
adults questioned in the poll, 56 percent
said they attend religious services at
least several times a month. Of those,
45 percent said they go because it's
"good for you," and 26 percent attend
"for pleasure."
-
Stiff Measures Adopted
to Withhold Funds
from Rel igious Groups
A Wisconsin state board that helps
fund programs to prevent adolescent
pregnancies has adopted stiff measures
to make sure none of its monies goes to
religious groups.
Responding to a request by Attorney
General Don Hanawav. the Adolescent
liiiiiti;1iiirffi i#ili,il j;11111|e.ilffi
Pregnancy Prevention Services Board
said it will withhold funds from groups
even if its board members are from the
same religious denomination.
The board's controversy over fund-
ing religious groups began when Rosalie
Manor, a Milwaukee group affiliated with
the Roman Catholic church, requested
a $42,000 grant.
When the board asked the attorney
general whether such grants were per-
missible, Hanaway responded by saying
"The board may not constitutionally pro-
vide funding to pervasively sectarian
organizations or to any other organization
that engages in a specifically religious
activity."
The board responded aweek later by
saying it would not grant any funds to:
a parochial school, church, or synagogue;
a group whose board members answer
to a religious authority; a group whose
majority board is of a specific religious
orientation; agroup whose ruling percen-
tage is owned or operated by a religious
group; a group whose counseling or
teaching activities are restricted to a
religious doctrine.
Needless to say, Rosalie Manor was
denied the grant.
Scripture Verse to Be Removed
School officials in Portland. Maine.
have already agreed to remove an "offen-
sive" biblical passage from a school
auditorium, but it may not be soon
enough for a local attorney.
The inscription above the stage at
Portland High School reads, "Study to
shew thyseH approved unto God. A work-
man that needeth not to be ashamed.
Rightly dividing the word of truth.
II Timothy 2:15."
Portland attorney Seth Berner
brought the inscription to the attention
of school officials last spring. He said he
saw the passage while attending aperfor-
mance at the school last New Year's Eve.
Assistant Superintendent of Schools
David leGage said school officials were
more than willing to remove the Scrip-
ture. which he believed served no
practical purpose. "It was not an issue
for us," l,eGage told UPI.
LeGage said school authorities plan
to remove the inscription in the summer
when the school is scheduled to undergo
a $20 million renovation.
Berner. however. wants action sooner
and suggested school authorities at least
cover the passage until it can be dutifully
removed. He also suggested that stu-
dents be given a course in the separa-
tion of church and state to combat the
religious indoctrination they have re-
ceived through exposure to the passage.
Assistant Superintendent [,eGage,
however, plans to stick to his guns and
wait until the summer to take action
against he inscription. "It will be re-
moved during reno"ations," he said. "We
have no intent to offend anyone."
-
DC May Retreat on AIDS Law
The U.S. Senate has passed an
amendment to overturn a controversial
"gay rights" law in the District of Colum-
bia. The Senate amendment, passed
55-44, will freeze all. spending by the Dis-
trict unless it repeals a law prohibiting in-
surance companies from testing for the
deadly AIDS virus.
The DC law was supported by the
ci ty 's strong homosexual lobby.
Homosexuals complained that testing for
the AIDS virus was discriminatory
toward "gays."
Health and life insurance groups
opposed the law saying a ban on AIDS
testing would result in increased in-
surance rates for its policyholders.
Passed in 1986, the law resulted in
dozens of insurance companies refusing
to write premiums within the city. Efforts
to combat he DC law was championed
by Senator Jesse Helms, who gained the
support oflife insurance groups and 600
Baptist ministers within the city. The
ministers complained that many of their
members were unable to purchase life
insurance.
The Senate amendment must still
pass a House-Senate conference. If it
remains intact, the city will have until
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December 31 to repeal the "gay rights"
taw.
An Unconstitutional Constitution?
Yes, having students recite Rhode
Island's state constitution is unconsti-
tutional, claims the American Civil
Liberties Union.
A school committee has passed a
resolution in Cranston that calls for the
formation of a study committee to deter-
mine whether reciting the state's pre-
amble to the constitution is legal.
But the ACLU has already offered its
opinion.
"There's no question in my mind that
it's blatantly unconstitutional," ACLU
Director Steven Brown told UPI.
The one-sentence preamble reads:
"We, the people of the State of
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations,
grateful to Almighty God for the civil and
religious liberty which He hath so long
permitted us to enjoy, and looking to Him
for a blessing upon our endeavors to
secure and to transmit he same, unim-
paired, to succeeding enerations, do
ordain and establish this Constitution
of government."
Defending the reading, School
Committee Chairman Joseph Medeiros,
Jr., said, "l think the students should
learn their constitution. How far do we
go? Should we take all coins from them
because they say, 'In God We Trust'?"
Better to report this item late than
never.
Almost one year after publication,
The New American uncovered astartling
statement from the Boston-based homo-
sexual publication, Gay Community
Nens.
Written by the self-described "gay
revolutionary," Michael Swift, the state-
ment reads:
"We shall sodomize your sons,
emblems of your feeble masculinity, of
your shallow dreams and vulgar lies. We
shall seduce them in your schools, in
your dormitories, in your gymnasiums,
in your locker rooms, in your sports
arenas, in your seminaries, invour truck
stops, in your all-male clubs. in vour
houses of Congress, whereverrn"n u."
with men together.
"Your sons shall become our minions
and do our bidding. They will be recast
in.our image. They will come to crave and
a o o r e u s . . . .
"If you dare cry faggot, fairy, queer
at us, we will stab you in your cowardly
hearts. . . . All churches who condemn
us will be closed. Our only gods are
handsome young men. . . .
"We too are capable of firing guns
and manning the barricades of ultimate
revolution."
Homosexual to Parents:
'We Shall Sodomize your Sons.'
Call orWrite Today (803) 2G8-2090
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The T?iumph of Robert H. Bork
by Truman Dollar
hile the U.S. Senate's refusal
to confirm Judge Robert H.
Bork as a justice to the U.S.
Supreme Court is unjust and preposter-
ous, it is not the great American trage-
dy the media play it to be. Conservatives,
both religious and political, just need bet-
ter perspective and focus.
The failure of the distinguished jurist
to achieve his life's goal, by only 16
Senate votes, is a bitter personal disap-
pointment, but there is a positive side to
the story. Let's add up the score.
The debate on his nomination by the
full Senate, which Bork wisely demand-
ed, will record his impressive credentials
for a position on the High Court for all
future generations. Conservative sena-
tors simply added layers of support to
former Chief Justice Warren Burger's un-
qualified endorsement of Bork.
All of America now knows about
Bork's outstanding background as U.S.
Solicitor General, law professor at Yale,
and judge of the District of Columbia Cir-
cuit of the Ll.S. Court of Appeals. Now
the record shows that the American Bar
Association gave him its highest rating,
and that it gave him the same rating when
he was named to the Court of Appeals.
His place in history is permanently se-
cured, perhaps even more firmly than if
he had been confirmed. Now, as a living
Conservative folk hero, he will be taken
seriously for the rest of his life. He is no
A.G. Harold Carswell or Clement Hayns-
worth, whose nominations were taint-
ed by presidential cronyism. There was
no effort to slip his appointment by an un-
suspecting Senate. Newsweek is dead
wrong when it speculates that Bork may
become just a "footnote" in history.
Bork's confirmation hearings gave
him the opportunity to clarify the con-
temporary and historical role of the
Supreme Court. The hearings became a
giant national classroom where Bork, the
teacher, explained the concept of "judi-
cial restraint." He demonstrated wisdom
and skill as he reminded the nation that
legislators make the laws and the
Wt witl hear from
the judge again and
again and again. We
will soon enshrine him
as a hero in the crucial
battle for traditional
American values,
Supreme Court interprets them.
Bork's Senate hearings widely pub-
lished his integrity and soundly embar-
rassed his critics. The American people
wearied of stern moral lectures from the
hero of Chappaquiddick Island and the
plagiarist from Delaware.
The battle to restructure the
Supreme Court has not been lost. One
more Conservative on the High Court
will complete that shift, guaranteeing a
majority on most issues that concern us.
The President can nominate a dozen
men. Remember, Reagan will inevitably
appoint a justice to the Supreme Court,
and his views on major constitutional is-
sues will essentially be those of Judge
Bork. The Senate cannot deny the Presi-
dent that. The Constitution gives him
that responsibility, and the American
people will never let the Democrats take
it from him. We are a nation of fair-
minded people who are committed to the
Constitution. The Democrats would
guarantee a Republican President and
Senate in 1988 if they tried to perma-
nently abort a Reagan nominee. The
courts would also act swiftly to protect
Reagan's presidential prerogative.
A new Conservative justice will force
Liberal politicians to test their adven-
turous social reforms in the Congress,
where men face election every two
years. I'egalizing abortion, banning
prayer in schools, creating sweeping new
"rights" for criminals, and imposing job
quotas have never faced congressional
votes. Don't expect quick miracles from
the Supreme Court, but things will be
different.
We should not forget that by the end
of his term in January 1989, Reagan likely
will have chosen more than half the
nation's U.S. District Court judges-men
and women with lifetime tenures, whose
public policy roles will continue far
beyond Reagan's own.
I predict that future generations will
say that Robert Bork was the intellectu-
al leader of the assault eam that was
sacrificed to secure important ground in
the battle for judicial restraint. We may
be sure that he will not suffer the pain-
ful anonymity of the Vietnam dead. We
will hear from the judge again and again
and again. He may become to the
Supreme Court what John Madden is to
the National Football League. We will
soon enshrine him as a hero in the cru-
cial battle for traditional American 
"nlues.Whenever a Conservative nominee to
the U.S. Supreme Court is finally sworn
in, his judicial ideology will surely mir-
ror Judge Bork's. Certainly, standing
somewhere in the crowd-perhaps next
to the President-you will see the judge,
looking for all the world as wise as Oliver
Wendell Holmes, and through his stnggly
beard he will be sporting a very broad
smile.
At this Christmas season, while
others dream of prancing reindeer and
sugarplum fairies, I fantasize about pol-
itics. Would it not be fascinating if Judge
Bork resigned from the District of
Columbia Circuit of the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals, established his residency in Mas-
sachusetts, and then entered a race for
the U.S. Senate against Ted Kennedy?
He probably would not win, since the
Massachusetts electorate believes in the
"Divine Right of Kennedys," but it would
be the greatest show since the Lincoln-
Douglas debates. Now wouldn't hat be
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